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er-7>The subscribers to the Reaisterin New-York, 
New-Jersey and Pennsylvania, who are indebted to 
this establishment, are requested, until further no- 
fice, not to pay any bills that may be presented to 
‘hem by the hands of a stranger, or, indeed, to any 
other person whatsoever, unless known to them as 
‘he usual agent and correspondent of the editor. 

The reason for this notice is as follows—Some time 
ago, a large number of bills were placed under the 
charge of a gentleman, named Miner, for collection. 
No information has been received from him since he 
left Baltimore, and, as it was expected that I would 
occasionally hear from him, a fear is entertained that 
some accident has happened by which the bills may 
have passed into other hands. Mr. Miner was highly 
recommended as a very worthy and upright man, 
and nothing has reached this office that tends to 
diminish the confidence reposed. It is not known 
that he has made any collections, or transacted any 
business whatsoever, on behalf of the editor—but, 
until the cause of his silence is ascertained, the au- 
thority which hohad to collect money on my account 
is suspended—and gentlemen, resident in the north- 
ern and western parts of the states above named, are 
respectfully entreated to remit to this office, direct, 
by the mail, or pay over what may be due to those 
only who have been accustomed to call upon them; 
out, generally, the bills due at places wherein I had 
regular agents, were not given to Mr. Miner—for it 
was not intended that they should be interfered with. 





stp A law of the United States for the punish- 
ment of certain crimes, ought to be known to every 


when we look at and regard what has been ac- 
complished within the Jast thirty or forty years, and 
begin to caleulate the increased power of intellect 
and advancement of means acquired by the improve- 
ments already made, to effect others—we may well 
ask ourselves, in astonishment, where is the end of 
all this, whereat shall we stop? The steam engines 
and scientific power of Great Britain, has condensed 
the labor of two hundred millions of hands within one 
million—that is, the power of production has been 
increascd, at least, two hundred fold; and soitis more 
‘or less in other countrics; the second grade of im- 
provement, perhaps, belonging to our own. In Great 
| Britain, hardly any scheme is too wild for support, 
provided it holds out a faint prospect of yielding an 
interest on money—and, indeed, many investments 
‘have been made which evidently shewed that the 
| people had more money than brains. But it is not 
‘in the prineiple of money, or the practice of those 
| who possess it, that it should remain idle; and persons 
,will venture it almost on any hazard rather than 
have it unemployed—they would more willingly keep 
it moving though it yielded no profit: and hence it is 
that improvement is pushed forward with a power 
that may be literally said to cvercome the laws of na- 
iture, time and space; in many important respects. 
In our country too, a trip across the Atlantic or a 
Journey to the Rocky mountains, is not more thought 
of, than was one to “Red stone old fort,” in the 
‘back woods of Pennsylvania,” now called Browns- 
\ville, in the memory of myself and others (born 
since the declaration of independence. And the ca- 
‘nals of New York!—why the people of that state are 
already beginning to calculate that they will yield as 
jmuch money annually as the whole cost of their con- 
‘struction!. They may be extravagant—but that they 
will produce revenue enough to make many other 
canals and roads, and that these last will assist in 
making others, without end, while there is need for 
them, is certain—and the spirit which originated and 
;accomplished these great works, prevails in many 
‘other places and begins to be felt every where in the 
United States. We have not yet the power of pro- 











duction or surplus capital which Great Britain pos- 


citizen; and, to assist in its promulgation, we have |sesses—but if a wise policy be pursued, if the agri- 


sivenitaplace. Another important actin relation to | 


the post-office department and business of the mails, 
shall be inserted for reference. 


——— 
An address of Mr. Inghsy to his constituents, in 
reply to Mr. Clay, is promiscdimth€ next number of 
the “Doylestown Farmer,” and shall be registered. 





_, Gen. Jacksox. It turns out as was expected, that 
‘he ‘Nashville Whig” never published the article pre- 
ending to give the private opinions of general Jack- 


‘on, noticed in the Reetsrer of the 2ndinst. The ori- | 


zin of that silly publication is not yet ascertained. 
"he “Charleston Gazette,” published at Kanhawa, 
Virginia, and which has been referred to as its source, 
pronounces the suspieion of it false. There is some- 
thing very strange in all this. 

Improvement. Do all that we can, it is impossible 
‘o keep pace with the progress of knowledge, march 
of science and growth of useful speculation, as to 
roads, bridges and canals, mechanism and navigation, 
With all the useful arts, to ameliorate and improve the 
condition of man. We have not the room, the time 
or the talents, to notice and grasp these matters. But 

You. XXVIU.-—— 3. 


cultural, manufacturing and commercial interests of 
the nation are guarded as they ought to be, if we 
claim reciprocity and maintain it, it is certain that 
we must soon tread closely on the heels of “the 
mother country,” which we s¢em destined to rival 
and surpass. I say surpass, because our people are 
not deficient in any of those creat qualities which 
have exalted %ritain to her present mighty power; 
they have room to expand, ae are in the possession 
‘of natucal advantages of peculiar importance their 
|growth and prosperity. 

In coutemplating the inc:*.ase of labor-saving ma- 
chinery and ease of transportation, may it not be fear- 
ed that these things will be carried too far? Let us 
very briefly take up the subject just now, with the 
intention of offering some speculations on it hereaf- 
ter, that may amuse, if not instruct, ourselves and 
others. A small part of the people of Great Britain— 
‘the manufacturers, not more that oné fourth of the 
whole, including. persons in the dependent businesses, 
manufacture all that is required for the entire domes- 
tic consumption, and give a surplus for the foreign 
market, annually worth the sum of fifty millions ef 
pounds sterling! Suppose there was a like excess- 
preduction in France, Holland, Germany, &c. and ir 
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the United States, what would become of it? And, as 
the people of t'sese-countries are as ingenious and 
‘industrious as those of Great Britain, we must needs 
expect that they will, at least, supply themscives— 
and that nation after nation will strengthen and exalt 
itself by the use of scientific power. What will be the 
general state of society, when there is a general sur- 
plus production? Judging by what has happened in 
the last. fifty years, how shall we calculate for the 
fifty which are to come?* The child is now born 
that 'will see greater changés in the moral, social and 
political condition of society, than any of the present 
race of men have witnessed. And may not this be 
fedared—that surplus-production will produce idleness 
—that persons will wabtastfficiency of employment, 
fo preserve their health and render them happy—that 
a common degeneracy will follow, and society re- 
trograge as rapidly as it advanced? This is rather a 
gloomy ‘prospect—but ‘sufficient for the day is the 
evil thereof,’’ and it would not be wise to make our- 
selves miserable, because, in the improvement of our 
own condition, itis possible that posterity may have 
too much of the good things of this life! Stil, how- 
ever, itis a point by no means settled, whether scien- 
tific power has not already reached an extent that 
would be prejudicial to the happiness of mankind, 
provided aj! that are capable of using it were to 
adopt it. What, if the teeming millions of China and 
the cast, were to add this power to their natural 
means? Who can count the revolutions which such 
a proceeding would bring about? Suppose even 
tlrat France and Germany produced proportion- 
ally with Great Britain—what market would the 

eople find for their goods? And, though Britain, by 
ver mighty sacrifices of blood and treasure, caused 
the downfall of Napoleon, with the hope of throwing 
France back to the state she was in before the revo- 
Jution, and in this paftially succeeded, and so prevent- 
ed a present rival—the time must come when that en- 
lightened nation will pursue those scliemes of policy 
which has exalted her rival in arts and arms to the 


‘ gigantic power which she holds, and the immense in- 


fluence that she possesses over human affairs 
Stavery. The new American republics, profitting 
by experience, have abolished slavery. The decree 
of the genera] assembly of ‘Central America,” is 
given below. It was most fortunate for those new 
states that the black population in them were not 
very numerous; and almost equally so that not so 
ruch prejudice or antipathy exists against that eolor 
as prevails in the United States—hence it is probable 
that, in three or four generations, the negro race will 
betomo extinct in all America south of us, Brazil 
excepted—which is terribly over-charged with slaves. 
It‘is the glory of the greatest slave-holding state 
that we have—the state of Virginia, that, while yet in 
colonial subjection, her people first took a decided 
stand against the intrdduction of slaves, and, to the 
disgrace of the British government, that their respect- 
ful vetitions and earnest remonstrances were treated 
with contempt. It is to the glory of Virginia, also, 
that to oppose the infernal trafic was one of the lead- 
ing causes of the active part that she took in the ap- 
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*Pifty yéars ago the cotton manufacture, for exam- 
ple, was of little value in England, not counted as a 
branch of the national industry—but last year, articles 
of cotton, to the vaiue of one hundred and thirty millions 
of dollars; were exported. And in 1784—forty years ago, 
an American vessel imported into Liverpool eight 
bags of cotton, which were seized by one of his ma- 
jesty’s officers of the customs, a8 supposing they 
were not the growth of America. In 1823, there were 
imported into Liverpool, from the United States of 
America, four hundred and nine thousand six hundred 
and seventy bags of cotton | 


. ~— ete An ar ete 
peal to arms, which terminated in the establishmen;: 
of our independence. And it is to the glory of the 
U. States, that we were the first to abolish and forbia 
the slave trade, and declare it piracy; but, the pecu- 
liar circumstances under which we were placed a: 
the close of the revolutionary war, and the great dif. 
ficulties that interposed themselves to prevent th; 
establishment of a federal government, which was iy. 
dispensable to a preservation of those liberties tha: 
had been won by the sword, forbade a positive intey. 
diction of the trade until the year 1898; and large 
quantities of negroes were imported into South Cy. 
rolinaand Georgia, (which had originally insisted o;, 
that unhappy clause in the constitution which permit. 
ted the trade until the year just stated), up to the 
last moment when such importations were allow. 
ed; and from the ports of Charleston and Savannat 
the curse was spread over all the southern parts of 
our country, so that the black slaves nearly equal the 
amount of their white population—and will, in 4); 
human probability, very soon out-number it: for the 
fact is, and it ought to be seriously considered, that 
the march of the black population is south, but the increase 
of white persons is in the non-slave holding states of the north 
and the west.* No doubt, the will very generally exist- 
ed, when the constitution of the United States was 
adopted, toabolish slavery—but the then large number 
of slaves and excessive antipathy against their color, 
together with the circumstances referred to, have-eg- 
tablished it so completely that the hope of .its exter- 
mination has fled, except in the extermination of the 
race of men subject toit! Their present number bor- 
ders on two mulions, and will probably amount to 
that great sum of wretchedness in 1830. It isa solemn 
matter. One that all of us would rather close our 
eyes upon than look at; but this lessens not the awful- 
ness of it—nor will it prevent that which every one 
fears must one day happen, while all hope that it may 
not bein their own time. 

Abolishment of slavery. The general assembly of 
the United Provinces of Central America, conceiving 
that the system of government, adopted by this repub- 
‘lic, would differ in nothing from that heretofore im- 
posed by Spain, were not the principles of liberty. 
equality and justice to be extended to every citize:. 
of these states; and believing that it would be unjusi. 
in a free government, to sufer a portion of our fel: 
low-men to remain in slavery, and not to restore 
them to their natural condition, the possession of |.- 
berty; and wishing, at the same time, to indemnify 
the owners of slaves for their emancipation, has pass- 
ed the following decree: 

1. From the publication of this law, all slaves, o: 
every age and sex, in every part of the confederatedc 
states of Central America, shall be free, and, hereaf 
ter, shall no persoas be born slaves. 





*Take this demonstration. Within the ten years 
preceding 1820, (when the last census was taken), 
New York and Pennsylvania, joint/y, lost as much a: 
they gained by migrations. In 1510, their agzregate 
white population was 1,705,503, and in 1820, 2,351,72¢% 
— increase 646,226. In 1810, the aggregate white po- 
pulation of Maryland, Virginia, North and South Ca- 
rolina, Georgia, Mississippi, Alabama and Louisiana. 
the chief slave-holding states, was, in reund numbers, 
1,579,000, and in 1820, 1,901,000—increase 322,000; 
or less than one half, though the stock for increase in 
the first was only about a seventeenth greater than in the 
last, and Alabama is included, which, though hardly 
trodden by white people, in some of the northern 
parts excepted, in 1810, contained $5,451 white per- 
sons in 1820. Ohio might have been, with as muck 
propriety, added to the first named states as Alabama 





to the last; but the object is to shew the undoubted 
force and power of the remark to which this note js 


! appended. 






























traffic in slaves, within or out of these states. 


~ 


NILES’ REGISTER—APRIL 23, 1325—TOBACCO AND COTTON. 


119 


oa . . 











o <olen~—e —_— 





2, Noperson, born er naturalized in these states, 
shall hold another in slavery under any pretext, nor 
Tn the 
first ease, the slaves shall become free; and, in both, 
the trader shall lose the rights of citizenship. 

3. No foreigner, engaged in this traffic, shall be ad- 
mitted within these states. 

4. The regulations and orders of the Spanish go- 
vernment, giving freedom to those slaves who shall 
eseape to these states from others, to regain their 
liberty, shall be preserved in force, observing, how- 
ever, the stipulations on this subject, by public trea- 
iles. . 

5. Fach province of the confederation, respective- 
ty, shall indemnify the owners of the slaves, after the | 
folowing manner: 

“1, The owners of the slaves, under 12 years, who 
may claim indemnity for the parents of these slaves, 
shall have no claim on account of their emancipation. 
if indemnity be made for the father or mother alone, 
of the said slaves, they shall be paid for at half their 
just valuation. Persons, who may have liberated the 
parents of such slaves under 12 years, shall be in- 
demnified for them at their full value. Those whu 
shall have acquired such slaves by purchase, shali 
rece've indemnity furtbem, at their proper value, as | 
for slaves above 12 years of age. 

‘2. For slaves above thie age of 12 years, indemni- 
ty shall be made, as provided by regulations to be 
formed for this object. 

“3, No indemnity shall be allowed for slaves above 
fifty years of age.” 

6. In every province, a fund shall be created from 
duties to be imposed for the special purpose of in- 
demnifying the’ owners of slaves. The collection 
and management of these funds shall belong to the 
junta of indemnification, which sliall’ be established 


—-— 





ineach province, untder the regulations to be enact-} 


ed. 

7. Every owner of slaves, who, after the publica- 
tion of this law, at the place or town where they re- 
side, shall compel them to any service, or shall pre- 
vent them from applying to the nearest municipality 
for their document of liberation, shall be tried and 
punished, as provided for in the case of those who 
conspire against personal liberty; and they shall, 
moreover, be subjected to the loss of the indemnity 
for the value of the slave, who shall be so treated. 

Maryann torpacco. We have an interesting ex- 
hibit of the crop of Maryland tobacco, the growth of 
1823 and export of 1824, &e. of which the following 
brief abstract takes in all that can be generally useful. 

During the year 1824—38 vessels cleared at Balti- 
more, and 11 in the district of Columbia, all laden 
with Maryland tobacco, except two, which took out 
small parcels; and the whole quantity exported was 
~0,745 tihds. viz: from Baltimore to Amsterdam 2,692, 
‘0 Rotterdam 8,808, to Bremen 3,277, to Hamburg| 
402, to London 60, to Stockholm 116, to Antwerp 
163—total from Baltimore 15,523 hogsheads; from 
the district of Columbia, to Amsterdam $3,208, to 
Bremen’ 1,099, to Cowes and a market 915—total 
trom the district 7,687 hhds. 

There remained on hand on the Ist Jan. 1825—in 
‘ve Warehouses at Baltimore 6,287, Bladensburg 300, 
other parts of the state 500, in the District 600—total 
‘687; which, being added to the préceding, makes 
~3,452 hhds. and, the stock that was on hand on the 
Ist Jan. 1824 being deducted, shews that the whole 
crop of 1823 was 19,956 hhds. 

_ The whole stock on the Ist Jan. 1825, is thus stated— 
in the warehouses at Baltimore, &c. 7,887, at Amster- 
“ati 7,496, at Rotterdam 6,573, at Bremen 2,560, at 
Other places about 500—total 24,816—add the erop of 
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be in the hands of speculators and manufacturers), is 
made to he 49,816. 

The amount sold in Europe, in 1824, is given at 
26,407 hhds. In 1823 it was 23,141. Hence the 
crop of }824 is regarded as equal te the consumption, 
because that, in 1824, an unusual quantity was pur- 
chased, andis yet held by speculators. 

Remarks on the cultivation. It is well known that 
nearly the whole production of tobacco in Maryland 
is consumed in Germany and the Netherlands—per- 
haps nineteen-twentieths of it. The regular demand 
is about 25,000 hhds. annually, and it does not seem 
probable that it canbe much increased, even by a re- 
duction in price, which is moderate enough already.* 
But there is a prospect that the cultivation will be in- 
creased. Much preparation is making for planting 
itin Ohio, wherein ‘‘new ground” is plenty and cheap 
—and it is on such ground that the brightest parcels 
are raised, some of which have been sold as high as 
40 cents per lb. It is ascertained that tobacco, simi- 
lar in every respect to that of Maryland, can be cul- 
tivated in Ohio, and the planters in the first- named 
state must expect to meet with powerful rivals in 
those of the last. Besides, from experiments made, 
it appears to succeed as well in the sonthern counties 
of Pennsylvania; and the low price of grain has in- 
duced some of the farmers in that state to turn their 
attention to it. Itwould then seem that the product 
will soon exceed the consumption, as Maryland cau 
easily stipply the whole quantity which the foreigi 
market has heretofore received; and injury, rather 
than profit, will follow the surplus production, though 
it, possibly, may be advantageous to some of the indi- 
viduals now about to embark in the business~espe- 
cially those in Ohio, whose distance from the market 
musi render the cultivation of the finer sorts a valua- 
ble acquisition. ; 

The price of Maryland tobacco especially depends 
on the quality—and now varies from $ to 10 dollars 
per hundred. But one hogshead was sold last week 
at thirty dollars. 





Virnemia Topacco. Richmond, 4pril 14. On Wed- 
nesday, one hhd. of tobacco was sold, at one of the 
private warehouses, at public auction, which brought 
the astonishing price of $19 25 per 100 pounds. It 
was raised in the county of Campbell, and sold at 
Lynchburg for $6. This hhd. weighed only 1,100 Ibs. 
and produce. to its dust owner 211 doilars 75 cents. 
The present purchaser is a manufacturer. It very 
much resembles the Maryland Kitefoot, and, we 
scarcely deem it necessary to add, was of the most 
extraordinary quality. Indeed, we heard a dealer 
say, that he did not believe there was such another 
hhd. in the state-of Virginia. Our friends, the plant- 
ers, are, therefore, not to take this singular price a 
a sample of the current run of the article. 





Kentucky Topacco., Seven hogsheads of tobaccs, 
raised in Shelby county, Kentucky, weighing 9,955 
pounds, were recently sold at Louisville for 91,012 04,. 
or an average of $10 14 per ewt. This lot also re- 
sembled the Maryland Aitcfoot, and is cailed- the 
“Green Frederick.” It is not stated whether it was 
money or the bills of the “bank of the commonwealth” 
that was paid for this tobacco—but we presume the 
former, as the price is spoken of as being very. high. - 
The notes of the bank, it is well known, are at 50 
per cent. discount. 


* 
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Cotrron. The cultivation, says the Richmond Com- 
piler, is spreading over ali the lower part of Virginta 
—and we learn that it is becoming an obiect of some 
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aticntion below this, on the James river, on the: 
Pamunkey, &e. &e. 

This new staple, introduced into our ito 
is a most fortunate dispensation, to the Jower part! 
of Virginia particularly. Its lands will rise—its in-| 
habitants will be enriched—and the tide of emigra- 
tion may be suspended, or, perhaps, rolled back. 
Neal and persona] estates may bothrise. There can 
be no doubt that our climate is rapidly ameliorating 
—-our winters becoming milder—and that, for any 


countriessrill become more and more reconciled to! 
our soil; and yicld us better.and_more productive 
harvests. What we want, at present, is; a-tittle more 
knowledge of the art of raising cotton. The ma- 
chinery for ginning it is manufacturing among us, | 
and becoming a new branch of business. | 

fWhile on the subject of an extended cultivation of 
cotfon, it may be well to give insertion to the following 
paragraph, which we find in the newspapers—The 
‘mport of cotton into Calcutta, for the year ending 
becember 15th, last, was 280,068 bales; in the year 
'$23,,the quantity was 132,544.} 








Tyr ACTUAL MANUFACTURE Of fanirels, in the U. 
States is now greater, in amount, than the whole im- 
portation of the article ever was; and the colors and 
quality are pronounced equal to the best European 
productions. We are glad that the consumption of 
this article has so much increased, and not at all 
displeased because that we are supplied with it from 
our manufactorics. 

Doxestic MANUFACTURES. This morning we were 
shown a box of miniature cutlery, manufactured in 
this city by Mr. S. Pooley, and which is intended to 
ve presented to president Adams. The box con- 


consisting of twelve table knives, tweive forks for 
do.; two pair of carving forks for do.; two steels, 
i2 desart knives, 12 forks for do. with pearl handles 
carved in diamonds; 9 miscellaneous table knives, 
4 forks, 2 small razors with pearl handles, 2 of a 
Jarger size wiih pearl do.; 1 pair of scissors, not 
weighing 2-10 of agrain, one penknife, having a tor- 
toise shell handle, which consists of ten distinct 
pieces, weighing 34-10ths of a grain; penknife with 
a pearl handle, weighing 44-10ths of a grain—dimen- 
sions of the case 5? inches. [.N. ¥s Com. 4d. 
Branch BANK OF THE U. SrTaTes at Savannan. By 
two statements that have been published, the fol- 
lowing singular items appear—shewing a great cur- 
tailment of the discounts and business of the office: 
Oct. 1820. Dec. 1824. 





Deposites of individuals. $112,562 39,896 
Domestic bills discounted 54,896 6,070 
Bills and notes discounted 1,157,054 448,125 

on stock pledged 29,860 6,590 


The pressure caused by these great reductions is 
complained of—and, besides, the balances due from 
the state banks, have been reduced from 75,724 dol- 
lars to 10,862; and, in 1820, the branch owed the} 
parent bank and other branches 260,000. dollars— 
whereas 364,000 were due to it in Dec. 1824. 

Money. Nine millions of dollars were subseribed | 
to the stock of the New York Water Works company, 
on Monday morning jast! The capital is limited to 
a inillion and an half. | 


——— - 


,Awame! The gravity with which the faci stated 
in the following paragraph is announced in the Rich- 
mond Enquirer, has caused me to copy it. I do not 
like the name— it seems to give a title unknown to the 





Jaws and usages of our country; but the wealthy and 
respectable owner of this beautiful vessel had an un- 


— ~~ te + —— 
Lo 


questionable right to call her what he pleased, and 
the president or his lady had no more to do with the 
haming of her than had the ‘‘Cham of Tartary.” Bus 
as the editors seem to lack information, and make it 
a mattcr of doubt, whether vessels had been called 
‘‘Lady Madison,” “Lady Monroe,” &c. I will setts 
that point by informing them, that such names haye 
often becn given to vessels, and especially that of 
“Lady Washington.” As to “Lady Madison,” he 
will find that one so called did the state some service 
during the late war, by turning to page 366, of the 3ra 
vol. of the Rectsren. | 

“On Saturday last, the Baltimore papers state 
“the beautiful brig Lady Adams, built by Mr. Beach. 
am, for colonel Tenant,” was to be launched at Fel]’; 
Point. We do not recollect, {says the Enquirer), ever 
to have heard of Lady Madison, Lady Monroe, &c.” 





Mexico. It is with much pleasure that we givo 
place to certain proceedings had in the Mexican 
congress. .They presage the happiest destinies to 
the republic.” . 





Tre East Inpirs. The British themselves appear 
tobe alarmed at the mighty power which they have 
raisedup in theeast. The native force, discipline’ 
and armed after the European manner, is said 40 
mmount to more than 200,000 men,and it is reasona- 


sbly believed that, if any general disaffection should 


take place, it would not be possible to subdue them. 
It is thus, perhaps, that the wrongs of India may be 
avenged—and itseems almost right that the heartless 
people, who have deluged empires with the blood of 
countless millions, and given up to the hyena and 
the tiger large districts of country that lately teem- 
ed with happy and contented human beings, should 
he swept away from the face of the earth. A terri- 
ble retribution ought to follow such terrible excesses, 
that nations may be taught moderation and men 
learn to be just. The case that lately happened at 
Barrickpore, noticed in our last, is referred to with 
greatapprehension. Itnow seems that the disaffection 
of the native troops was so extensive as to justify the 
slaughter of four hundred and fifty of them on the 
spot, with the wounding of one hundred and fifty 
more—I say justify, because the firmness of the com- 
mander, sir Edward Paget, isapproved. These troops 
were ordered for the Burmese war, and there is 
very little reason to suppose but that the Burmese 
empire will be overthrown. Its conquest, however, 
may only tend to hasten the destruction of the Bri- 
tish power in India, and there is no redeeming prin- 
ciple in its existence to cause us to regret its extine- 
ition. It was established and is maintained with the 
blood of an innocent and unoffending people—a thou- 
sand times more virtuous than their Christian con- 
qnerors, who have planted the crosa of saint George 
on the dead carcases of an indiscriminately butcher- 
ed population. 

Spain. The Aonor of the Spanish government 1s 
compleicly shewn in its treatment of Lucien Murat, 
son of Murat who was king of Naples, and nephew 
of Napoleon. He was on his way to visit his uncle, 
Mr. Joseph Bonaparte, in the United States, and had 
proceeded as far as Gibraltar on his journey, for he 
bad the permission of the ‘holy allies” to leave Lurope: 
While waiting at Gibraltar for a passage, he was ac- 
customed, in company with some of the British ofl- 
cers, to amuse himself with hunting within or abou' 
the Spanish lines, in which there does not appear to 
have been any offence, for it is the every-day prac- 
tice of the British. -As soon, however, as it was know? 
that this young man attended such parties, a plan 
was laid toentrap him. A Spanish colonel cultivated 
his acquaintance, and invited him to a hunting ¢* 
eursion; within the Spanish territory. He accept°“ 
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eit jt, was seized, and remains a prisoner, without a} richer tract of country—the St. John’s river isa plain 
Jed charge prefered against him! Ifowever, the Spa-| bold river fromthe Alachua ferry. 
ttle niards say that his case shall be “examined”—and it; From St. Mary’s or Amelia Island to the Tortugas, 
ave is possible that, in five or six months, they may be-| the distance cannot be less than 450 or 500 miles, and, 
of eve that he did not endanger Ferdinand’s possession | after having doubled the Florida keys, it is nearly the 
he ef the throne with his dog and gun, and set him at} same distance te Vacassar bay. A navigation, there- 
ies liberty! . fore, of nearly $60 miles, always the most difficult 
3rd -It is enough to make one laugh when the idea pre-| and dangerous, is avoided by a short canal of twelve 


sents itself, that the ‘‘holy alliance” should feel it; miles across Florida; and, by thus uniting the rivers 


ate, necessary to act in the case of a young man desirous | of that country, the trade is brought to St. Mary’s or 
ch- of leaving Europe to visit, and, perhaps, abide with, } Amelia Island, where ships of any draught of water 
13 his uncle in America, But the refusal of England,|canrepair. The cotton, sugar and ether products of 
ver to permit the heart of Napoleon to be conveged to; Louisiana and Alabama, have a short and safe navi- 
” his widow, as he had requested, was detestable. gation in the Gulf of Mexico, into Vacassar bay, and, 
aheis jin three days, are transported by canal-boats to the 
ive New Brunswick. According to the last census of | Mouth of the St. John’s river, or St. Mary’s, where 
can 1924, the population of this British province was{ V¢Ssels are in waiting. 
to 14,191—of whom, 22,653 were white males, above It will immediately strike every person interested, 


iS years old, and 17,164 under 16; 16,846 white fe- | 25 one of the most easy, cheap and advantageous pro- 
males, above, and 16,225 under the same age. The{Jects attempted —it will shorten the voyage to New 


ear people of color were 1,513. Orleans—it will curtail the dangers of navigation, 
ave ! and be a protection against pirates—it will greatly 
nei! Vinorta. Mr. Mercer has been re-elected to con-| enhance the value and importance of Florida, and 
to gressfrom Loudon county, without opposition. Pre- the attention of government should be immediately 
na- vious to an opening of the polis, he proposed certain | directed to that quater and to that project. 

uld resolutions, (which were agreed to), to ascertain the} _ V¢ have conversed with a respectable citizen 6f 
~ sentiments of the freeholders of the county as to the | New York, who had just arrived from paying a visit 

c 


calling of a convention to revise the constitution of | to that interesting section of country. He had a short 
jess the state, and submit such amendments to the peo-| Passage to Charleston, and in two days more was in 














1 of ple as should be thought advisable. A poll, on the | 5t- Augustine, and, mounting his horse, he took an 
and subject, was consequently opened, and there were 390 | C8y ride of two days over part of the territory to the 
n= fer a convention and 8 against it—15 or 20, who had | Alachua tract, all of which he describes as rich cot- 
uld not formed an opinion, declined voting. In Shenan-} '0? and sugar land; and the orange trees in blossom 
rri- doah, there were for aconvention 611, egainst it 36. | Covering the country. A road has been made by the 
ses, settlers, and we saw a specimen of the cotton, raised 
nen in abundance, and without much fdabor, and the 
1 at Fioripa. Ever since the cession of this country,| thread made out of it by the female spinners. 

vith we have thought that the time was not far distant} The Talahassey Jands will soon be sold by order of 
‘ion when the peninsula of Florida would be converted | government, and if the Florida commissioners would 
the into an island, by means of acanal, Jarge enough for texpedite business, and terminate their special duties, 
the the passage of heavy ships, whereby the tedious and! we do not doubt that, in this age of investments, 
ifty dangerous navigatioa round the cape would be avoid-| the sugar and cotton lands belonging to government 
>m- ed; gad, from all that we had learned on the sub-} would bring a high price—at least, from ten to 
ops ject, the cost of effecting it would hardly be worth} twenty-five dollars per acre. The grants already re- 
€ is 4 moment’s consideration, compared with the ad-|cognised and recommended for confirmation, are 
ese vantages to be gained, provided it can be accomplish- | valued at a high rate by their proprictors.” 

er, ed with any thing like a reasonable disbursement.* ae 

Bri- Speaking of canals, the New York National Advocate IMPROVED STEAMBOAT. The Trenton, builtin New 
“in- observes—*“There is, however, another and a most| York, for the Jine to run between Philadelphia and 
ne- important canal required in that rich and most valua- | Trenton, is represented, by the New York papers, to 
the ble, but neglected.territory, Florida. A canal to|be the finest vesse} of her class that floats. Her 
ou unite the waters of the Gulf of Mexico with the Allan-| cabins are wainscoated throughout with mahogany, 
on- tie, beginning at Vacassar bay, in the gulf, and termi-! the different sorts of choice maple, and other rare 
rge nating in the St. John’s river, or at St. Mary’s. aud beautiful woods. The larger pannels are fitted 
ere The distance across the isthmus is about ninety | with handsome oil paintings, which appear framed 

miles, and from Vignole’s map, now before us, there | in the walls, between which are marble pillars and 
are two routes for the canal, one of which will re-| pilasters, forming, with other decorations, 2 splendid 

t is quire only eighteen miles of canal, and the other about | and chaste finish to the whole. But her model for sai!- 
rat, twelve miles. The first and most approved route, | ing, and construction for comfort and convenience, 
ew commences in Vacassar bay, which is bold and spa- | are most the subjects of admiration. On Friday,ina 
cle, cious, and affording a good harbor and anchorage. | trial with the Kent and Marshal], she ran eleven 
had in this bay, the river Suwannee empties, in which | and a half miles an hour. Her boilers rest upor 
‘he the navigation can be freely pursued until it branches | guards, projecting over the water from each side of 
ype! into the Santa Fee—from thence into Orange lake, | the boat. This leaves the deck entirely unobstructed, 
ac- across the Alachua tract, into/Orange creek; from] and forms what may be called a promenade deck.— 
ofhi- thence into the Ocklawaha and St. John’s. The space usually occupied by the boilers, is con- 
out The distance of canalling, or rather, in uniting the | verted into convenient and elegant dressing rooms. 
r to above navigable rivers, by the foregoing route, is said | Should any accilent happen to the boilers, the water 
“aC to be but twelve miles. The other route commen-| would be thrown directly into the river, and not in 
wn tes at the Anclote Keys, in the gulf, and, enters the | the least endanger the passengers. And whatis hke- 
lan Amaxura river; from thence into the Ocklawaha, | wise important, the unpleasant and annoying degree 
ited into the St. Johns; distance about eighteen miles of | of heat in the dining cabins is no longer felt. She 
ex- canalling. The first route is most circuitous, but it| was built at Hoboken, and it may be fearlessly as- 
ted commences in a fine safe bay, and goes through a 
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serted, says the Post, that the improvements in the 
arrangement and disposition of her machinery, are 


OC . . . , 
See gen. Call’s letter, on this subject, in the current; far greater than any that have been yct made, sinee 


volume of the Rretsrrr, page 9% 
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Pirates. A letter from Porto Rico says—You, no! they would leave the United States—as,was stated in 
doubt, ere this, will have heard thatthe crew of the | the papers at the time. . 
United States schooner Grampus, lieut. Sloat, fitted | bly, have been more sufe, if they had been enjoined 
out a decoy sloop, which fellin witha piratical sloop, | to remain in the United States. 
(eaptain of the robbers and murderers named Ro- I am opposed to capital punishments in almos; 
berto Confresi), who were driven ashore at Boca de| every case. I would not pass or act under any law 
inferno, east erd of Porto Rico, with a loss of .two 
or three killed: Eleven of them, with the Jeaders, | if I could he!p it—but, while the law is, it should be 
were taken by the inhabitants, and, onthe 13th March, | observed. It is the opinion of many that the late 
were brought to St. John’s, and they there made a full | president pursued a very injurious policy in this re- 
disclosure of their piracies and murders: the latter | spect. He seemed to rave lost his usual discretion in 
were about 400, of different nations. The governor | exercising the blessed privilege to pardon, and that 
of Portd Rico promised lieut. Sloat that he would | exercise, inany of us in Baltimore thought, Jed him 
speedily have them all executed; a little delay he |intoagrievouserror Atthe time Fergusson and Den- 
thought necessary, to see if he could not learn who| ny were condemued in this city, a great out-cry was 
were concerned with them, as the leader, Roberto, | raised against the president because that he liad par- 
:etitioned the governor for a pardon, and intimated | doned so many pirates. Whether. that liad effeet o1 
that, if granted, he would disclose the names of fifty | not, so it was, that they were executed, notwithstand- 
or sixty persons concerned with hirna. ing a very numerously. signed and uncommonly re- 

(It appears that six other persons had been taken | spectabie petition was presented in their behalf. Buz 
upon suspicion of being pirates, and 25 more in| it was said an erenple was necessary—and they perish- 
cifferent parts of the island. The captain above al-| ed; for doing that which, if the facets were as gene- 
luded to, is reported to have said that much consola- | rally understood atthe time, few persons would have 
tion was afforded him, by the refiection that, among} refused to do, and most would have thought them-. 
the four hundred persons murdered, there were no in- | sejves perfectly justified in doing. Admitting all that 
habitants of Porto Rico! Lieut. Sloat isa most vigilant | was ebarged against them, they were innocent, cam- 
and active officer,-and is rendering the most impor- | pared with the wretches who haunt the coasts of Cuba 
tant services to his countrymen and others. | ' and Porto Rico. I have believed that they would 

Another letter, from Thompson’s Island, dated April) have been saved, if others, who ought to have beer, 
9, says—By the arrival of the Sea Gull, at this place, executed, had not been released to commit new de. 
1am _ pleased to have it in my power to communicate | predations. : 
the capture, on the 25th March, about 14 degrees to — 
the N. and L. of Matanzas, of a piratical schooner, LateST oY GEN. LAFaye1te. For some days, the 
mounting four guns, supposed tohave acomplement of | good Lufayelte being on bis passage through the In- 
30 men, by the boats of the Sea Gull, lieut. McKeever, | dian conntry, we have heard nothing of him. At 
and of the British frigate Dartmouth, after an-action | length we have the following account of his first meet- 
of about ten minutes. The schooner was discovered | ing with the Indians, who are, in that part of the 
ciose_on shore at anchor, and the boats were imme-| country, in a state of comparative civilization, and of 
diately manned from both vessels. Upon nearing the | his intraduction tothe Alabamians: 
pirates they were fired upon; the crew of the boats} = ou |”. ec nt Mitchell. 31st March. 182%. 
cheering, immediately returned the fire. . The pirates? «yo. arrived-here to day with general Lafayette 
then endeavored to make the shore in their boats, | ayout iio'gloek. We reached the agency the dav 
and by swimming; butseveral were shot inthe water, | we left Milledzeville, about 9 o’clock, P. M. anil 
«od the remainder pursued on shore, by which means | .}, ould have arrived here last evening, had it not been 
§ were killed and 19 made prisoners, and the schoo | for a yery heavy rain that fell yesterday. This pre- 
ner burnt, after taking the wine out of her with which | vented our getting further than Moss’s, 40 miles from 
she was loaded. The Sea Gull bas just landed her | ho agency, where we were well entertained. The 
prisoners, five of them dreadfully wounded with sabre reception the Indians gave the general was quite odd 
cuts; among them is the captain, who fought reso- ’ 


and interesting. We found them in waiting on the 
lutely; he has five wounds. Qn the 26th, the day after | western bank of the Chatahoochie, commanded by 
the above affair, the boats fell in with, captured and Chilly McIntosh. While we were crossing, they gave 


hurnt another small schooner, the crew of which | ..yeral yells in concert. When we touched the bank, 
were the identical men who murdered the crew of they took the horse from one of the sulkies, seated 
the American brig Betsey, (of Wiscasset), the ac-| the general in it, and pulled him up the hill. We 
count of which excited so much just indignation | pore found the Alabama escort, under the command 


throughout the country, The villains unhappily es- | of major general Taylor, formed ready for his re- 
eaped to the Mangrove bashes. The chief officer of ception. They saluted him asthe passed. He was 


the port, (Villa Clara), where the piratical schooner then introduced to Mr. Bibb, who made a very fee!- 
was fitted out, is ainong those taken. They state that ing aid appropriate address—to which he replied. 
they had a privateer’s commission, and deposited $600 | phe Indians then formed, and, after seine. thoama> 
jn the hands of the goverfor or commander of the } come ceremonies, gave a ball play, which, to them 
above'place, as security. One of the pirates taken Is | who never witnessed one before, was very amusing. 
one‘of those who were reprieved at Jamacia not long | 1: Jasted an hour, and the genera! spneared te howell 
since, on accountof saving the life of lieutenant Nob- | entertained with it. He then dined. and set out 
gon. The Sea Gul] has on board the figure head of a} spout two o'clock for Mahotinnty.” ‘\lee fesrecl. 
vessel, which was found in the piratical schooner. : . ‘ 
Report says it belofyged to the ship Balize, a trader a a 
hetween New York and New Orleans. LTunderstand,; Law cacr. In the supreme court for the Eastern 
from the officers of the Sea Gull, that the bodies of | district of Pennsylvania. 
18 uivfortunate creatures were found tied totrees on Thompson vs. Honqua. This was anaction broug!it 
shore: what vessel they belonged to has not yet been | by Edw. Thompson, esq. against Honqua, the princi- 
ascertained from the pirates. pal of the Hong merchants in Canton, China, for the 
The preccding letter concludes with a prayer, | non-delivery of goods stipulated for, by the plaintiff, 
that ‘John Q.. Adams niay show less favor to the pirates | in August, 1818. 
thao James Monroe.’ One of the last acts of the The contract with the defendant for crapes was, th:,' 
former-president was to pardon seven who had been they should be ‘first quality merchantable articles 
convicted of piracy, ct Savannah, on condition that! of cighteen tale weight;” and, fur the sewing silks 
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shat they should likewise be “‘first quality, merchant- 
able articles.” 

Upon the arrival of the goods in this country, they 
were, upon investigation, found to be indifferent, and 
of base material, not equal to the goods contracted 
for in Canton. These goods were surveyed by com- 
petent judges, and an allowance of 16,168 dollars 83 
cents, was made by the plaintiff to the purchaser of 
the goods in New York, being the difference, in value, 
hetween these articles and those stipulated for in 
Canton. 

Judge Dunean charged the jury in favor of the 
plaintiff; after which the jury retired and brought in 
a verdict for the plaintiff for the original amount, to- 
gether with interest up to this date, which amounted 
to twenty-one thousand four hundred and seventy- 
four dollars and forty-eight cents. 








Treas. We have already mentioned that seven 
targe ships had arrived at Philadelphia, within the 
last three or four weeks, from Canton, fully laden 
with China goods. The following sales of teas, 
whieh took place on the 24th inst. is‘curious, and 
may be useful, as shewing the estimation in whieh | 
the parcels furnished by the different Canton mer- 
shants were held. ‘Manhop” appears to be in the 
ereatest repute, yet “Honqua’s” geods seem to have} 
aad the most uniformly good quality. 


Young Hyson, in chests, Manhop, 954 a 120 


Do. do. Syqua, © 85 a 105 
Do. do. Squire Tinqna, 99 a 100 
Do. do. Honqua, 101 a 1024 
Do. do. Lingua, 106 
Do. do. Kingqua, 85 a100 
Do. do. Cheepqua, 9144118 
Do. do. | Ponkeiqua 914 
Do. half chests, Manhop 101 
Do. do. Syqua, 100 
Do. do. Cheepqua, 42 
Do. 10 caity boxes, Manhop, 88 
Do. 5 do. do. | 9ia 964 
“ompany Hyson, in chests, do. ; 120 
Do. do. Cheepgqua, 1232 
Hyson, do. do, 115 
Hyson Skin, do. Hipshing, 78 
Cassia, in mats, 35 





Port or Lonpox. An account of the number of 
vessels which have entered the port of London,in each 
of the three years ended Jan. 5, 1825, distinguishing 
the vessels which have entered from foreign ports, 
the number of colliers, coasters, and fishing vessels; — 

Year 1822. Year 1823. Year 1824, 
, ; Brit’h For’n Brit’h For’n. Brit’h For'’n. 
eaten fave post 3 3390 597 3.031 865 3,132 1,643 


617° 
Ireland, 479 5 513 


— 





Colliers . . . 5,756 6,490 7,117 
Coasters - . . 10,623 10,815 11.213 . 
¥ishing vessels - 4,172 3,827 3,769 


Note—The above account contains a return of such’ 


vessels only as are taken cognizance of at the cus- 
tom house. T. E. WitLoveGnesy. 
Office of register-general of shipping, 
Custom-house, London, 17th Feb. 1825. 





SmuceLine iw Encrianp. An account has been 
printed, by order of the house of commons, giving » 
detail of all the customable commodities seized by 
the various establishments formed for the preven- 
tion of smuggling—namely, the coast} guard service, 





— 


* This distinction is made in vessels trading with 
Ireland in the year 1823, owing to 617 having en- 
tered as foreign, and 157 as coasters, in consequence 
of all vessels trading with that country having been 
directed to be considered 28 coasters, from the 10th 
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October, 1823. 
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the preventive water guard, the riding officers, the 
revenue cruisers, and the ships of war in the United 
Kingdom, for the last three years. The account com- 
prehends from 602,624} lbs. of tobacco, down toa 
single musical snuff-box, seized,and exhibits a. total 
of—129 vessels, 746 boats, $12 horses and cattle, 
135,000 gallons of brandy, 253 galls. of rum, 227,000 
gallons of gin, 596 gallons of wine, 10,500 gallons of 
whiskey, 3,000 ibs. of snuff, 19,000 Jbs. of tea, 42,009 
yards of silk, 2,100 pieces of India handkerehiefs, 23 
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Leghorn hats, 3,600 packs of cards, 10,000 pieces of 


timber, 75 stills, with sundry minor articles. ‘The jaw 
expenses incurred by the condemnation of these ar- 
ticles amount to 29,8161. 16s. 42d.;.the storehouse 
rent, freightage and distillation, 81,875/. 14s. 104d.; 
the expenses of salaries, wages,. equipment, repairs, 
casks, cooperage, Ke. 1,533,708/. 4s. 10d.; amount 
of rewards to seizing officers, 488,137/. 23. 1l4d. 
The kigg’s share is set down at 25,7231. ts. 52d.; 
the produce of all these seizures at 282,5411. Ss. 532. 
independent of 5,¢00!. worth transferred to the vic- 
tualling office. The result of the statement is, that 
the produce of the seizures does not amount to more 


than one-eighth part of the expenses incurred by, 


making them 

Lanevaces. M. Aldelung, in a learned and scien-~ 
tific work, declares that there are 3,064 different lar 
guages in use in the different parts of the world. He 
arranges them as-follows: Asiatic 937, Exropesan 587, 
African 276 and American 1,264! In contemplating 
the last proportion, the Chinese philosopher would 


is on a grand scale in this new country.” 





Forrian news. Accounts from Liverpool, to the. 
24th ult. have been received at New York. Cotton 
maintained the prices last quoted, and was in brisic 
demand; but it does not appear fhat any further ade 
vances had taken place. 

It is intimated that England is about to enter upon 
certain negotiations favorable to the independence 
of the Greeks. 


rendered ‘“‘uninhabitable” by an earthquake. Thou- 
sands of persons were reduced to beggary by the de- 
struction of property: but, as the earthquake happen- 


about fifty lives were lost. The city is a heap of ruins! 

The Turks are reported fo be making prodigious 
efforts to overwhelm the Greeks. The ensuing cam- 
paign will probably be fatal to one of the parties. 

The koly allies are exceedingly bothered by the con- 
duct of Great Britain, in acknowledging the inde- 
pendence of the new American republics. The 
French troops, however, in Spain, and the 4ustrian, 
in Naples, keep those countries in due subjection! 
and one continent may remain in chains though the 
other shall be free, on account of its location and 
the British navy—now, perhaps, for the first time, 
conducive to human liberty. 


their armies. Suspicion is wide awake—but nothing 
has happened to lead us to suppose what precise rea- 
son there is for military preparation. 

The chancellor of the British exchequer, in his es- 


cludes the sum of 1.250,000 to be paid to the United 


been claimed as American property. 
enormous sum of 1.4,500,000, in 1824, than in 1823. 
Paris, Feb. 27. . 
nounces to-day, that a fleet of three ships of the line, 
and fourteen other ships of war, is ready to sail from 


Toulon. This fleet will sail the 20th March, and — 


have additional cause to exclaim “truly, every thing. 


ee ae 


The city of Santa Maura, (Ionian Islands), has been 


ed in the day time, it does not-appear that more than 


: a 
Russia, France and Great Britain, are increasing 


timate of the expenditures of the present year, in- 


States, as compensation for the slaves, taken under 
‘‘British protection” during the late war, which have 


The exports of Liverpool were greater, in the 


The Journal du Commerce: an- 
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four claws; two sides of the pedestal of the first vase 
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cruise in the Archipelago, as a squadron of observa-| the fourth side is Architecture leaning upon a‘ co. 
tion. This circumstance, added to the diplomatic con-| lumn, with a lével atits base. Then a youth, holding 
ferences at Paris, gives rise, says the Journal, to many| a drawing board, with a diagram of one of the first 
conjectures. | ) ; problems in mathematics, and an old man directing 
Accounts from Corfy state, that twenty-five Egyp-| his attention to the figures beyond, which denote the 
tian transports, with troops, horses and provisions,| sciences still unexplored, and encouraging him to 
had been captured by the Greeks off Rhodes. Con-| persevere. The next group is composed of two aged 
stantinople was much agitated by an attempt of the) persons, contemplating a globe, held by a female, who 
Janissaries to ehange the government—which did not} points to some lines upon its surface; next is a figure, 
succeed. Turkey, however, is in a very uncertain/ with a torch in the right hand, and a star on the head, 
andunsettled condition. — and holding in the left hand a tablet with a diagram; 
a3 , hes by his side is a sun-digl; an athletic figure pores, 

. ividers, 's attentively upon 

“<The Clinton Vases.” holds a pair of dividers, and gazes atte y up 


. the female with theglobe. This group is intended to 
Description of the vases presented to gov. Clinton by| indicate the study of the sciences. The concave belt 
the merchants of Pearl street, in the city of New 


around this vase is also embellished with six tablets 

York, in testimony of their gratitude and respect |} The front view is the guard lock and part of the basin 

for his public services. i : at Albany, where the canal is connected with the 

The form of the vases, (says the ‘‘Statesman’’), is} Hudson, together with the mansion of Mr. Van Rens- 
copied from the celebrated antique vase, found/ selaer, and the adjacent scenery, and canal boats 
among the ruins of the Villa of Adrian, and now in} passing. The plate on the right of thig tablet exhibite 
posse@sion of the earl of Warwick. The handles and} Ceres, with the emblems of agriculture; that on the 
some of the ornaments are also similar to those upon! left, Mercury, with the emblems of commerce. . The 
that beautiful specimen of ancient art; but all the| reverse centre tablet contains a view of the aqueduct 
tablets and figures, in bas relief, are different, and ex-| at Rochester, and a boat passing, drawn by horses; 
hibit scenes upon the grand canal, or allegorical illus-| below are seen the falls of the Genessee, and a num- 
trations of the progress of thé arts and sciences. | ber of unfinished buildings. This view is supported 

The vases are twenty-four inches in height, twenty-| on the right and left by Minerva and Hercules, indi 
one inches between the extremeties of the handles, | cating wisdom ané strength. 
and the diameter of the body, in the largest part, is| The lower compartment of the body of each vase is 
fourteen and a half inches; the weight of silver, in; ornamented with Acanthus leaves, intermingled, a’ 
each, is about four hundred ounces. proper distances, with small shrubs; among which 

Their form is circular, except that the lower part! are scen the wild animals which haunted our west- 
is slightly eliiptical, as are also the covers, each of} ern region, before the industry and enterprise of ou: 
which is surmounted by an eagle, standing upon a sec-| brethren made “the wilderness to rejoice and blos- 
tion of the globe, upon which is traced part of the! som as the rose.”’ | ‘ 
outline of the state of New York; he bears inone| These vases were made by Messrs. Fletcher and 
talon the arms of the state, and in the other a laurel! Gardiner, of Philade!phia, and designed by Mr 
Wreath. The pecestal is square, and supported’ by! Fictcher, and cost3,500 dollars. | 

PRESENTATION OF THE CLINTON VASES. 

The governor’s mansion, (says the Albany paper), 
was crowded with citizens and strangers, to witness 
the presentation of those superb vases, which were 
exhibited, a few days since, in New York. We have 
the pleasure to present to our readers the address of 
the New York committee, which was delivered by 
Isaac S. Hone, esq. and the governor’s reply After 
the ceremony was over, his excellency complied 
with a request from the citizens of Albany, to permit 
the vases to be exhibited for the gratification of the 
citizens of that place, and they- were removed to 
Knickerbocker’s hall for that purpose. The gentle- 








are ornamented with foliage and scroll work, with 
an oval medallion, béaring a river deity, leaning on 
aninverted vase. The third contains the inscription, 
“‘Po THE HONORABLE DE WITT CLINTON, WHO HAS DE-| 
VELOPED THE RESOURCES OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, 
AND ENNOBLED HER CHARACTER, THE MERCHANTS OF 
PEARL STREET OFFER THIS sESTIMONY OF THEIR, GRA- 
TITUDE AND RESPECT.” The fourth exhibits a number | 
of figures, which, in éonnection with those on the | 
corresponding section of the otlier vase, are intended 
to represent the progress of the arts and sciences 
from their rude origin to their present improvement. 
On the right of the spectator appears a pastoral group, 


listening to the pipe of Mercury; next to these is a| men who were dceputed by the committee to wait on 
husbandman, leaning upon his spade, and gazing upon /governor Clinton, were Messrs. Richards, Sheldop 
a hive, while a female figure points to the labors of; and Hone. " 

the industrious bee; then appears Minerva, without! Governor Clinton—In behalf of the merchants of 
her helmet and shield, directing the attention of the | Peari-street, in the city of New York, who are deeply 
épectators toa bust, which Sculpture is chiselling.! impressed with a sense of the benefits which you 
The concave beli. around the middle of this vase,| have conferred upon this state, we have the honor to 
bears six tablets in bas relief; the two centre tablets| present to you these vases, as a testimony of their. 
eshibit views of the Cohoos Falls, and of the Little | gratitude and respect. 
Falls of the Mohawk, with the stone aqueduct and; Atan early period, your sagacity appreciated the 
bridge, and parts of the canal. The figures on each! importance of uniting the waters of Lake Erie with 
side of the fofmer are Fame and History; on one side, those of the Hudson, and your devotion to the public 
of the latter is an Indian, contemplating the stump! interest induced you to urge it upon our legislature, 
of a treé, recently felled, and the axe lying at its; with all the weight of your influence: What was then 


root; and on the other, Plenty, with her cornucopia—| theory, has now become a splendid reality, and at, 
a head of Neptune, with his trident, dolphins and 


d| every new development of our resources, and every 
shells, is placed at each extremity of this belt, under | new display of the power and grandeur of our state, 
the grape vine handles. é | its citizens fee] additional inducements to admire and 
On the second vase two sides of the pedestal are or-| honor your character. 
namented with foliage, &c. ason the first. Thethird| Among the interesting considerations which your 
contains the inscription “ro THe HONORABLE DE WiTT| name involves, it is not the least important, that 
CLINTON, WHOSE CLAIM TO THE PROUD TiTLE OY PuB-! your fellow-citizens have recently recalled you to 
EC BENEFACTOR IS FOUNDED ON THOSE MAGNIFICENT | the office which gives such ample scope to your talents, 
WORKS, THE NORTHERN AND western canans”’ On’ and that you haye proferred the discharge of its du-, 
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ties to the honors of a foreignembassy. We sincerely, 
hope that your administration will be as gratifying to 


yourself, as it will be beneficial to your constituents. 


PETER CRARY, 

JAMES HEARD, 

NAJAH TAYLOR, 

NATHANIEL RICHARDS, 

JOHN HAGGERTY, : 

ARTHUR TAPPAN, 

EDWARD M. GREENWAY, 

AMOS PALMER, 

RALPH OLMSTEAD, 

FREDERICK SHELDON, 

ISAAC S. HONE, 
GOVERNOR CLINTON’S REPLY. 

Gentlemen: I receive these splendid fabrics with 
the highest gratification. In thé design and in {he 
execution, they reflect honor on the taste, skill and 
:ngenuity of our artists, and in that light they are ac- 
ceptable: but they come to me with superior recom- 
mendations, as the offering of regard from the hands 
of gentlemen whose good opinion I greatly value, and 
whose friendship I sincerely reeiprocate. 

On this occasion, I cannot but felicitate you, (as the 
representatives of a most important section of the 
mostcommercial city in the western world), notonly 
on the flourishing condition of our great emporium, 
but on the still more exalted destinies that await it. 
its unrivalled position near the ocean, and its facili- 
ties of interior communication with the most exten- | 
sive and fertile regions, give it pre-eminent advan- 
tages. Making full allowances for the occurrence of | 
those great moral and physical evils, which have 
deourged the human race, we may confidently predict 
that your progress will be accelerated and that every 
accession of population and opulence, will. be the 
parent of new acquisitions. In one year, more 
houses have been added to New York, than at pre- 
sent compose the ancient and prosperous city in which 
IT now address you. At this very moment, the inhabi- 
tants of the countries connected with the Ohio, the 
Delaware, the Susquehannah, the Connecticut, the 
St. Lawrence, and the Mississippi rivers, and with 
our vast inland seas, are seeking, with solicitude, na- 
yigable communications with your city: and without 
yielding to the dreams of visionary hypothesis, or the 
chimeras of delusive. anticipation, we may expect, 
before the lapse of many years, the consummation of 
these designs, and a consequent state of unexampled 
prosperity. And we may certainly cherish these 
expectations without the just imputation of arrogance 
or ostentation. We ought to know our power witha 
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view to its judicious application; and we should form 

a just estimate of our faculties and capabilities, in 

order to promote, in the most effectual manner, the 

prilare of our country and the happiness of man- 
ind, 

The favorable views which my fellow citizens, ge- 
nerally, have taken of my agency in developing the 
resources and advancing the prosperity of the com- 
monwealth, are the greatest reward, next to the ap- 
probation of my own conscience, which I can enjoy 
in this world. IfI have been hitherto an humble 
instrument in the hands of Providence of dispensing 
some benefits to my fellow citizens, Ihave every in- 
ducement from their kindness, so often, so striking, 
and, I may say, so uniformly manifested, for devot- 
ing my best and my future exertions in the same ca- 
reer, 

I pray you, gentlemen, to present my grateful and 
respectful acknowledgments to your constituents for 
these flattering testimonials of their esteem: An@ per- 
mitme to express to you, the high sense which I en- 
tertain of the honor you have conferred on me by 
your personal attendance on this occasion. 

DE WITT CLINTON, 

Albany, March, 1825 
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. Law of the United States. 


An act more effectually to provide for the punishment 


of certain crimes against the United States, and for 
other purposes. 


, 


Be it enacted by the senate and house of representatives 
of the United States of America, in congress assembled, 
That if any person or persons, within any fort, dock- 
yard, navy yard, arsenal, armory or magazine, the 
site whereof is ceded to, and under the jurisdiction of 
the United States, or on the site of any light-house or 
other needful building belonging to the United States, 
the site whereof is ceded to them, and under their ju- 
risdiction as aforesaid, shall, wilfully and maliciously, 
burn any dwelling house, or mansion house, or any 
store, barn, stable, or other building, parcelof any 
dwelling or mansion house, every person so offend- 
ing, his or her counsellors, aiders and abettors, shall 
be deemed guilty of felony, and shall, on conviction 
thereof, suffer death, ; 

Sec. 2. nd be it further enacted, That if any.per- 
son or persons, in any of the places aforesaid, shall, 
wilfully and maliciously, set fire to, or burn, any 
arsenal, armory, magazine, rope walk, ship house, 
ware house, block house or barrack, or any store 
house, barn or stable, not parcel of a dwelling house, 
or any other building, not mentioned in the first sec- 
tion of this act, or any ship or vessel, built or build- 
ing, or begun to be built, or repairing, or any light 
house, or beacon, or any timber, cables, rigging, or 
other materials for building, repairing, or fitting ouf, 


ships or vessels, or any pile of wood, boards, or other 


lumber, or any military, naval, or victualling stores, 
arms, or other munitions of war, every person, so of- 
fending, his or her counsellors, aiders and abettors, 
shall be deemed guilty of felony, and shall, on con- 
viction thereof, be punished by fine, not exceeding 
five thousand dollars, and by imprisonment and con- 
finement to hard labor, not exceeding*ten years, ac- 
cording to the aggravation of the offence. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That, if any of- 
fence shall be committed, in any of the places afore- 
said, the punishment of which offence is not specially 
provided for by any law of the United States, such 
offence shall, upon a conviction in any court of the 
United States, having cognizance thereof, be liable to 
and receive the same punishmentas the laws of the 
state, in which such fort, dock yard, navy yard, ar- 
senal, armory or magazine, or other place, ceded as 
aforesaid, is situated, provide for the like offence, 
when committed within the body of any county of 
such state. 

Sec. 4. .4nd be it further enacted, That, if any per- 
son or persons, upon the high seas, or in any arm of 
the sea, or in any river, haven, creek, basin or bay, 
within the admiralty and maritime jurisdiction of 
the United States, and out of the jurisdiction of any. 
particular state, shall commit the crime of wilful 


murder, or rape, or shall, wilfully and maliciously,: 


strike, stab, wound, poison, or shoot at, any other 
person, of which striking, stabbing, wounding, poi- 
soning, or shooting, such person shall afterwards die, 
upon land, within or withoutthe United States, every 
person so offending, his or her counsellors, aiders or 
abettors, shall be deemed guilty of felony, and shall, 
upon conviction thereof, suffer death. 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That, if any offence 
shall be committed on board of any ship or vessel, be- 
longing to any citizen or citizens of the United States, 
wile lying in a port or place within the jurisdiction 
of any foreign state or sovereign, by any person be- 
longing to the company ef said ship, or any passenger, 
or any other person belonging to the company of said 
ship, or any other passenger, the same offenceshall be 
cognizable and punishable by the proper cireuit cout 
of the United States, in the same way and manner, 
and under the same circumstances, as.if said offence 
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had been committed on board of such ship er vessel 


‘on the high seas,-aud without the jurisdiction of such 


foreign sovercign or state: Provided, always, That if 
such offender shall be tried for such offence, and a¢- 
quitted or convicted thereof, in any competent court 


of such foreign state or sovereign, he shall not be 


‘subject to another trial in any court of the United 
States. ; 

Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That if any per- 

son or. persons, upon the high seas, or in any arm of 
the seayor in any river, haven, creek, basin or bay, 
within the admiralty and maritime jarisdiction of the 
United States, and out of the jurisdiction of any par- 
ticular state, shal}, by surprise, or by open force or 
violence, maliciously attack or set upon, any ship or 
‘vesse! belonging, in whole or in part, to the United 
States, or to any citizen or citizens thereof, or to any 
other person whatsoever, with an intent unlawfully 
to plunder the same ship or vessel, or to despoil any 
owner or owners thereof of any moneys, goods or 
merchandise, laden on board thereof; orshall, by force 
or violence, or by putting in fear, unlawfully plunder 
any such ship or vessel, or steal and carry away 
any money, good3 or merchandise, laden on board 
thereof; every person, so offending, his or her coun- 
sellors, aiders or abettors, shall be deemed guilty of 
felony, and shall, on conviction thereof, be punished 
by fine, not exceeding five thousand dollars, and by 
imprisonment and confinement to hard labor, not ex- 
ceeding ten years, according to the aggravation of the 
offerce. 
— See. 7. And be it further enacted, That if any person 
or persons, upon the high seas, or inany other of the 
places aforesaid, with intent to kill, rob, steal, com- 
mita rape,or to do or perpetrate any other felony, 
shall break or enter any shipor vessel, boat or raft; 
orif any person or persons shall wilfully and malici- 
ously cut, spoil or destroy, any cordage, cable, buoys, 
buoyrope, headfast, or other fast, fixed to any anchor 
or moorings, belonging to any ship, vessel, boat, or 
raft; every person, so offending, his or her counsel- 
lors, aiders and abettors, shall be deemed guilty of 
felony, and shall, on conviction thereof, be punished 
by fine, not exceeding one thousand dollars, and by 
imprisonment and confinement to hard Jabor, not ex- 
ceeding five ycars, according to the aggravation of the 
offence. 

Sec. 6 .Indbe it further enacted, Thatif any persor 
or persons, upon the high seas, or in any other of the 
places aforesaid, shall buy, receive or conceal, or 
aid in concealing, any money, goods, bank notes, or 
other effects or things which may be the subject of 
larceny, which have been feloniously taken or stolen, 
from any other person, knowing the same to have been 
so taken or stolen, every person so offending shall be 
deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and may be pro- 
secuted therefor, although the principal offender, 
chargeable or charged with the larceny, shall not 
have been prosecuted or convicted thereof; and shall, 
on conviction thereof, be punished by fine, not ex- 
ceeding one thousand dollors, and imprisonment and 
confinementto hard labor, not exceeding three years, 
according to the aggravation of the offence. 

Sec. 9. And be ii further enacted, That if any person 
or persons shall plunder, steal or destroy, any mo- 
ney, goods, merchandise or other effects, from, or be- 
Jonging to, any ship or vessel, or boat, or raft, which 
shall be in distress, or which shall be wrecked, lost, 
stranded, or cast away, upon the sea, or upon any 
reef, shoal, bank, or rocks of the sea, or in any other 
place within the admiralty and maritime jurisdiction 


of the United States; or if any person or persons shall | 


wilfully obstruct the escape of any person.endeavor- 
ing to save his or her life from such ship or vessel, 
boat, orraft, or the wreck thereof;. or, if any person 
or persons shall hold out or shew any false heht or 





bring any ship or vessel, boat, or raft, being or sailing 
upon the sea, into danger or distress, or shipwreck; 
every person so offending, his or her counsellors, 
aiders and abettors, shall be deemed guilty of felony, 
and shall, on conviction.thereof, be punished by fine, 
not exceeding five thousand dojlars, and imprison- 
ment and confinement to hard labor, not exceeding 
tén years, according to the aggravation of the offence. 

Sec. 10. 9nd be it further enacted, That if any mas- 
ter or commander of any ship or vessel, belonging, in 
whole or in part, ‘to any citizen or citizens of the 
United States, sba}l, during his being abroad, mali- 
ciously, and without justifigble cause, force any offi- 
cer; or mariner, of such ship or vessel, on shore, or 
leave him behiud, in any foreign port or place, or re- 
fuse to bring home again all such of the officers and 
mariners of such ship or vesse], whom he carried out 
with him, as areina condition to return, and willing 
to return, when he Shall be ready to proceed on his 
homeward Voyage, every master or commander, so 
offending, shall, on conviction thereof, be punished by 
fine, not exceeding five hundred dollars, or by im- 


prisonment, not exceeding six months, according to 


the aggravation of the offence. 

Sec. 11. Andbe it further enacted, That if any per- 
son or persons shall wilfully and maliciously set on 
fire, or burn, or otherwise destroy, or cause to be set 
on fire, or burnt, or otherwise destroyed, or aid, pro- 
cure, abet or assist in setting on fire, or burning or 
otherwise destroying, any ship or vessel of war of the 
United States afloat on the high seas, or in any arm of 
the sea, or in any river, haven, creel, basin or bay, 
within the admiralty jurisdiction of the United States, 
and out of the jurisdiction of any particular state, 
every person, so offending, shall be deemed guilty of 
felony, and shall, on conviction thereof, suffer death: 
Provided, That nothing herein contained shall be con- 
strued to take away or impair the right of any court 
martial to punish any offence, which, by the law of 
the United States, may be punishable by such court. 

Sec. 12. And be it further enacted, That if any offi- 
cer of the United States shall be guilty of extortion, 
under or by color of his office, every person so offend- 
ing shall, on conviction thereof, be punished by fine, 
not exceeding five hundred dollars, or by imprison- 
ment, not exceeding one year, according to the aggra- 
vation of the offence. 

Sec. 13. nd be it further enacted, Thatif any per- 
son, in any case, matter, hearing, or other proceed- 
ing, when an oath or affirmation shall be required to 
be taken or administered under or by any law or laws 
of the United States, shall, upon the taking of such oath 
or affirmation, knowingly and willingly swear or affirm 
falsely, every person, so offending, shall be deemed 
guilty of perjury, and shall, on conviction thereof, 
be punished by fine, not exceeding two thousand d6l- 
lars, and by imprisonment and confinement to hare 
labor, not exceeding five years, according to the ag- 
gravation of the offence. And if any person or per- 
sons shall, knowingly or willingly, procure any such 
perjury to be committed, every person so offending 
shall be deemed guilty of surbornation of perjury, and 
shall, on conviction thereof, be punished by fine, not 
exceeding two thousand dollars, and by imprisonment 
and confinement to hard labor, not exceeding five 
years, according to the aggravation of the offence. 

Sec. 14. 4nd be tt further enacted, That if any per- 
son, upon his or her arraignment upon any indtet- 
ment before any court of the United States, for any 
offence, not capital, shall stand mute, or will not 
answer or plead to such indictment, the court shall, 
notwithstanding, proceed to the trial of the person 
so standing mute, or refusing to answer or plead, a5, 
if he or she had pleaded not guilty, and, upon a ver~ 


dict being returned by the jury, may proceed to ren- 





der judgment accordingly. And the trial of all of- 


Hahts, oc extinguish anv true light, with intention to; fences, which shail be committed upon the high seas, 
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or elsewhere, out of the limits of any state or dis- 
trict, shall be in the district where the offender is ap- 
prehended, or into which he may be first brought. 

Sec. 15. Ind be it further enacted, That, in every. 
case where any criminal, convicted of any offence 
against. the United States, shall be sentenced to im- 
prisonment and confinement to hard labor, it shall be 
Jawful for the court, by which the sentence is passed, 
to order the same to he executed in any state prison, 
or penitentiary, within the district where such court 
is holden, the use of which prison or penitentiary 
may be allowed or granted by the legislature of such 
state for such purposes; and the expenses attendant 
upon the execution ofsuch sentence shall be paid by 
the United States. 3 

Sec. 16. And be it further enacted, That if any per- 
son, who shall be employed as president, cashier, 
clerk or servant, in the bank of the United States, 
ereated and established by an act entitled ‘‘An act to 
incorporate the subscribers to the bank of the United 
States,’ passed on.the tenth day of April, in the year 
of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and sixteen, 
or in any office of discount and deposite, established 
hy the directors of said bank, in any state or territory 
of the United States, shall feloniously take, steal and 
earry away, any money, goods, bond, bill, bank note, 
or other note, check, draft, treasury note, or other: 
valuable security or effects, belonging to said bank, 
or deposited in.said bank; of, if any person, so em- 
ployed as president, cashier, clerk,-or servant, shall 
fraudulently embezzle, secrete, or make away with 
any money, goods, bond, bill, bank note, draft, trea- 
sury note, or other valuable security or effects, which 
he shall have received, or which shall come to his 
possession or custody by virtue of such employment, 
every person so offending shall be deemed guilty of 
felony, and shall, on conviction thereof, be punished 





a —— 


defpaud the United States, dr.any body politic or cor” 
porate, or any person or persons whatsoever; every 
such person, so offending,:shall be deemed guilty of 
felony, and shall, on conviction thereof, be punished 
by fine, not exceeding five thousand dollars, and by 
imprisonment and confinement to hard labor,-noter- 


ceeding ten years, according to the aggravation of the: 


offénce. 


Sec. 18. .4nd be-it further enacted, That, if any per- 
son or persons shall falsely make, forge or connter- 
feit, or catise or procure to be:falsely made, forged 
or counterfeited, or willingly aid or assist in falsely 
making, forging or counterfeiting, any paper, writ- 
ing, Or Mstrumenit, it imitation -of, or purporting to 
be, any letter of attorney, or other authority or in- 
strument, to assign,.-transfer,’sell or convey, an 
share or sum in the public stock or debt of the United 


States, or in the capital stock of the. president, direc-- 


tors andcormpany of the bank of the United States, or 
to receive any annuity or anntities, dividend or divi- 
dends, due or to become due on any such stock.or 
debt; or to receive any pension, prize money, wages, 


or other debt or sum of money, due or to beeome: 
due, from the United States; or shall forge or coun-' 


terfeit, or cause or procure to be forged on counter- 
feited, or willingly aid or assist in forging or counter- 
feiting, the name or names of any of the holders-or 
proprietors of any such public stock or debt, or of 
any person entitled to any such annuity, dividend, 
pension, prize money, wages, or other debt or sum 
of money, as aforesaid, in or to any such pretended 
letter of attorney, authority, or instrument; or shall 
knowingly and fraudulently demand, or endeavor to 
have or obtain, such share or sum in such public 








' 


jbave any part thereof transferred, assigned, sold or 


stock or debt, or capital stock of the said bank, or to 


conveyed, or such annuity, dividend, pension, prize 


by fine, not exceeding five thousand dollars, and by | money, wages, or other debt or sum of money, or any 
imprisonment and confinement to hard labor, not ex- | part thereof, to be received or paid, by virtue of any 


ceeding ten years, according to the aggravation of the 
offence. 


! 


jsuch false, forged or counterfeited letter of attorney, 


| authority, or instrument; or shall falsely and deceit- 


See. 17. .2ud be it further enacted, Thatif any per- | fully personate any true or real proprietor or holder 


son or persons shall falsely make, forge or counter- 


feit, or cause or procure to be falsely made, forged | 


or counterfeited, or willingly aid or assist in faisely 
making, forging or counterfeiting, any paper, writ- 
ing, or instrument, in imitation of, or purporting to 
be, an indent, certificate of the public stock, or debt, 
treasury note, or other public security of the United 
States, or any letters patent, issued or granted by the 
president of the United States, or any bill, check, or 
draft, for money drawn by or on the treasurer of the 
United States, or by or on any other public officer or 
agent of the United States, duly authorized to make, 
draw, accept, or pay the same, on behalf and for ac- 
count of the United States; or if any person or per- 
sons shall pass, utter, or publish, or attempt to pass, 
utter, or publish, as true, any such false, forged or 
counterfeited paper, writing, or instrument, knowing 
the same to be false, forged or counterfeited, with 
intent to defraud the United States, or any body po- 
litic or corporate, or any other person or persons 
whatsoever; or if any person or persons shall falsely 
alter any indent, certificate of the public stock or 
cebt, treasury note, or other public security of the 
United States, or any letters patent, issued or grant- 
ed by the president of the United States, or any 
“ill, check or draft, for money drawn by, or on 
the treasurer of the United States, or any other pub- 
lie officer or agent of the United States, duly au- 
thorized to make, draw, accept, or pay such bill, 
check or draft; or if any person or persons shall 
pass, utter, or publish, or attempt to pass, utter, or 
publish, as true and unaltered, any such falsely alter- 
ed indent, certificate, treasury note, or other public 
security, letters patent, or bill, check or ¢raft, know- 
soe the same to be falsely altered, with the intent to 


|of such share or sum in such public stock or debt, or 


to such annuity, dividend, pension, prize money, 
wages, or other debt or sum of money, as aforesaid, 
and thereby transferring, or endeavoring to transfer, 


‘such public stock or debt, or capital stock of the said 


bank, or receiving, or endeavoring to receive, the 
money of such true or lawful holder or proprietor 
thereof, or the money of such person or persons, 
really and truly entitled to receive such annuity, divi- 
dend, pension, prize money, wages, or other debt, or 
sum of money, as aforesaid, as if such offender were 
the true and lawful owner thereof, and entitled there- 
to; every person so offending shall be deemed guilty 
of felony, and shall, on conviction thereof, be punish- 
ed by fine, not exceeding fite thousand dollars, and 
by imprisonment and confmement to hard labor, not 


exceeding ten years, according to the aggravation of 
the offence. 





—— = 





Sec. 19. 4nd be it further enacted, Thatif any per- 
son or persons shall falsely make, forge or counter- 
feit, or cause or procure to be falsely made, forged 
or counterfeited, or willingly aid or assist in falsely 
making, forging or counterfeiting, any instrument in 


‘imitation of, or purporting to be, an abstract or offi- 


cial copy, or certificate of the recording, registry, or 
enrolment of any ship or vessel, in the office of any 
collector of the customs of the United States, or a 
license to any ship or vessel for carrying on the 
coasting trade, or fishery or fisheries of the United 
States, or a certificate of ownership, pass, passpert, 
sea letter, or clearance, granted for any ship or vessel, 
under the authority of the United States, or a permit, 
debenture, or other officia] document, granted by any 


‘collector or other officer of the customs, by virtue of 


capital stock of the said bank, or any person entitled: 
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fficial copy, or certificate, of any recording, regis- 
‘tering, or enrolling of any ship or vessel in the office 


or any license to any ship or vessel for carrying on 
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-ssuch false, forged or counterfeited instrument, or | 


-eate, license, pass, passport, sea letyer, clearance, 
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‘is or their office; or shall falsely alter any abstract, 


of any collector of the customs of the United States, 


the coasting trade or fisheries of the United States, 
©r any certificate of ownership, pass, passport, sea 
jetter, or clearance, granted for any ship or vessel 
under the authority of the United States, or any per- 
mit, debenture, or other official document granted by 
any collector, or other officer of the customs, by vir-| 
tue of his or their office; or shall pass, utter, or pub- 
lish, or attempt to pass, utter or publish, as true, any 








any such falsely altered abstract, official copy, certifi- | 
permit, debenture, or other official docurhent as afore- 
said, knowing the Same to be false, forged or coun- | 


terfeited, or falscly altered, with-an intent to defraud , 
the United States, or any other body politic or cor- 





_ foot eta 


kill, rob, steal, or to commit a mayhem, or rape, or to 
perpetrate any other felony, commit an assault, on 
another, such person shall, on conviction thereof. be 
punished by fine, not exceeding three thousand dol- 
lars, and by imprisonment and confinement to hard 
labor, not exceeding three years, according to the ag- 
gravation of the offence. , 
Sec. 23. And be it further enacted, That if any per- 
son or persons shall, onthe high seas, or within the 


United States, wilfully and corruptly conspire, com- 


bine and confederate, with any other person or per- 
sons, such other person or persons being either with- 
in or without the United States, to cast away, burn 
or otherwise destroy, any ship or vessel, or to pro- 
cure the same to be done, with intent to injure any 
person, or body politic, that hath underwritten, or 
shall thereafterwards underwrite, any policy of in- 
surance thereon, or on goods on bvard thereof, or 
with intent to injure any person, or body politic, that 
hath lent or advanced, or thereafter shall lend or ad- 


porate, or person, whatsoever; every person, so of- | vance, any money on such vessel, on bottomry or re- 
tending, shall be deemed guilty of felany, and shall, | spondentia, or shall, within the United States, build 
on conviction thereof, be puntshed by fine, not ex- | or fit out, or aid in building or fitting out, any ship or 
‘ceeding one thousand dollars, and by imprisonment vessel, with intent that the same shall be cast away, 
‘aud confinement to hard labor, not exceeding three , burnt or destroyed, for the purpose or with the de- 
years. sign aforesaid, every person, so offending, shall, of 
Sec. 20. And be it further enacted, That if any per- | conviction thereof, be deemed guilty of felony, and 
sonor persons shall falsely make, forge or counter-| shall be punished by fine, not exceeding ten thou- 
feit, or cause, or procure to be falsely made, forged | sand dollars, and by imprisonment and confinemest 
or gounterfeited, or willingly aid or assist in falsely | to hard labor, not exceeding ten years. 
making, forging or counterfeiting, any coin, in the | Sec. 24. nd beit further enacted, That, if any of 
resemblance or similitude of the gold or silver coin, | the gold or silver coins which shall be struck or coin- 





‘which has been, or hereafter may be, coined at the | ed at the mint of the United States, shall be debased, 


mint of the United States; orin the. resemblance or ‘ormade worse, as to the proportion of fine gold or 
similitude of any foreign gold or silver coin, which, | fine silver therein contained, or shall be of less weight 


by law, now is, or hereafter may be, made current, 
in the United States; or shall pass, utter, publish or 
sell, or attempt to pass, utler, publish or sell, or 
bring into the United States, from any foreign place, 
With intent to pass, utter, publish or sell, as true, 
any such false, forged or counterfeited coin, know- 
ing the same to be false, forged or counterfeited, 
with intent to defraud any body politic or corporate, 
or any other person, or persons, whatsoever; every 
person, so offending, shall be deamed guilty of felony, 
and shall, on conviction thereof, be punished by fine, 
not exceeding five thousand dollars, and by imprison- 
ment and confinement to hard labor, not exceeding | 
ten years, according to the aggravation of the mh 
fence. | 
_ Sec. 21. And be it further enacted, That if any per- 
son or persons shall falsely make, forge or counter- 
feit, or cause or procure to be falsely made, forged | 
or counterfeited, or willitigly aid or assist in falsely 
waking, forging or counterfeiting, any coin, in the re- 
semblance or similitude of any copper coin, which 
has been, or hereafter: may be, coined at the mint of 
the United States; or shall pass, utter, publish or 








sell, or attempt to pass, utter, publish or sell, or 


bring into the United States, from any foreign place, | 


or value than the same ought to be, pursuant to the 
several acts relative thereto, through the default or 
with the connivance of any of the officers or persons 
who shall be employed at the said mint, for the pur- 
pose of profit or.gain, or otherwise, with a fraudulent 
intent, and if any of the said officers or persons shall 
embezzle any-of the metals which shall, at any time, 
be committed to their charge for the purpose of beinz 
coined, or any of the coins which shall be struck or 
coined at the said mint, every such officer or person, 
who shall commit any, or either, of the said offences, 
shall be deemed guilty of felony, and shall be sew- 
tenced to imprisonment and hard Jabor for a term 
not Jess than one year nor more than ten years, and 
shall be fined in a sum not exceeding ten thousand 
dollars. ; 
Sec. 25 4nd be tt further enacted, That all acts anc 
parts of acts, inconsistent with the provisions of this 
act, shall be, and the same are, hereby, repealed:— 
Provided, nevertheless, That all such acts, and parts 0! 
acts, shajj be and remain in full force for the punish- 
ment of ail offences committed before the passing 6‘ 
this act. 
Sec. 26. And be it further enacted, That nothing 10 
this act contained shall be construed to deprive the 


with intent to pass, utter, publish or sell, as true, any | courts of the individual states of jurisdiction, undér 


such false, forged or counterfeited coin, with intent | 
to defraud any body politic or corporate, or any) 
other person or persons, whatsoever, every person, So | 


offending, shall be deemed guilty of felony, and shall, 
en conviction thereof, be punished by fine, not ex- 
ceeding one thousand dollars, and by imprisonment, 
and confinement to hard labor, not excceding three 
years. 


Sec. 22. And be it further enacted, That i any per-| 


2 


son or persons, upon the high seas, or in any arm of | 


the sca, orin any river, haven, creek, basin or bay, 


witiin the admiralty jurisdiction of the United States, | 


ond wut of the jurisdiction of any particular state, on 


voard any vessel belonging in whole or in part to the | 


‘'nited States, or any citizen or citizens thereof, 
all, with a danzerous weapon), or with intent to 








the Jaws of the several states, over offences maceé 
punishable by this act. 
H. CLAY, 
Speaker of the house of representatives. 
JOHN GAILLARD, 
President of the senate, pro tempore. 
Washington, March 3, 1825: Approved. | 
JAMES MONROP. 


French law on Sacrilege. 

We had really thought that the French people were 
not fitted to bear with a law like the following, 
which has passed the chambers. It might have 
suited the gloomy ignorance and rank superstition 
of Spain. But it goes to shew this, that, wherever 
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there is 2 state religion—no matter whether papist 
or protestant, Jew or Mahometan, its natural fruit 
is mummery and proscription, stupidity and death. 
There 1s no greater fraud committed on any peopie 
—no more wicked combination of persons to op- 
press their fellow men, than that sink of iniquity 
which is called the ‘church of Ireland.” But 
wherever religion is supported by the sword, we 
cannot expect any more reason in it than there 
was for the worship of Jeroboam’s calves—for 
every stale religion is built upon the principle on 
which that idolater acted. : 

Project of a law on sacrilege, presented tc the chamber of 
neers by the keeper of the seals, minister of justice, on the 
4th of January, 1829. 

Cuartes, &:—We have ordained, and do ordain, 
that the following project of a law be presenied, in 
vur name, to the chamber of peers: 

TittLe l—of sacrilege. 

Art. 1. The profanation of the sacred vase3, and of 
the consecrated hosts, is considered sacrilege. 

Art. 2. Every species of act, committed voluntarily, 
either through hatred or contempt of religion, upon 
the sacred vases, or upon the consecrated hosts, is 
declared to be profanation. 

Art. 3. It isa legal proof of the consecration of the 
hosts when they are placed in the tabernacle or ex- 
posed in the ostensery, and when the priest serves 
communion, or carries the viaticum to the sick. It is 
a legal proof of the consecration ef the pyx, of the 
ostensory, of the paten, and the cup employed in the 
ceremonies of religion, at the moment of the crime. 
It is also a legal proof of the consecration of the os- 
icnsory, and of the pyx shut up in the tabernacle of 
the church. 

Art. 4.. The profanation of the sacred vases is pu- 
nished with death. The profanation of the couse- 
erated hosts is punished with the penalty of parri- 
clue. ; 

Titite 1l—of sacrilegious robbery. 

Art. 5. Whoever shall be declared guiity of a rob- 
bery, committed in 4 building consecrated to the reli- 
gion of the state, shall be puuished with death. 

Art. 6. Whoever shall be declared guilty of having, 
in a building dedicated to the religion oi the state, 
stolen the consecrated vases from the tabernacle, 
with or without breaking open the same, shall be 
punished with hard labor for life. 

Art. 7. The following shall be punished with the 
same penalty: Ist. Every robbery of the sacred vases, 
committed in a building dedicated to the exercise of 
the religion of the state, without the circumstance 
rentioued in the preceding article, but with two of the 
five circumstances provided for in art. 381 of the 
penal code; 2d. Every robbery committed in the same 
places, by the aid of violence, and with two of the 
four first circumstances alluded to in the foregoing 
article. 

Art. 8. Every person-guilty of a robbery of the 
sacred vases, or any cther objects designed for the 
celebration of the ceremonics of the religion of the 
state, provided the robbery has been committed ina 
building dedicated to that religion, though it may not 
be accompanied with any of the circumstances com- 
prehended in article 381 of the penal code, shail suf- 
fer the penalty of hard Jabor for a time. 

Art. 9. Every person guilty of robbing, if the rob- 
dery be committed in the night, or by two or more 
persons, in a building dedicated to the religion of the 
afate, shall be punished with solitary confinement. 
TitLte Lbi—of crimes committed in churches, or against 

chjects consecrater to religion. 

Art 10. Every person who shall be found guilty of 
an outrage against modesty, if the crime be commitied 
in a building consecrated to the religion of the state, 
shail be punished by imprisonment of from three to 
five years, and by tine of from 500 to 10,000 francs 








eee en eee 


Art. 14. All persons guilty of noise or disorder, ever 
on the outside of a building dedicated to the exercise of the 
religion of the state, so as to retard, interrupt or hinder 
the ceremonies, shall be punished by fine, of not less 
than sixteen and not exceeding three hundred franes, 
and by imprisonment, not legs than six days nor ex- 


> 


ceeding three months. 


_ Art. 12. Whoever shall be found guilty of destroy- 
ing, throwing down, mutilating ‘or egrading, monu- 
ments, statues, or any other objects consecrated to 
the religion of the state, shall be punished by impri- 


sonment, not less than six months and not exceeding © 


two years, and by fine, of. not less than 200 nor more 
than 2000 francs. The punishment shall be from 
one to five years imprisonment, and from one to five 
thousand francs fine, if this crime be committed in 
the interior of a building consecrated to the religion 
of the state. 

Art. 13. The article 463 of the penal code shall 
not be applicable to crimes committed under the 10th, 
llth and {2th artic les of the present law. — 

Nor. shall it be applicable t6 crimes committed 
under the provisions of article 401 of the same code, 
if the said crimes be committed in the interior of a 
building consccrated to the religion of the state. 

Titte 1V—general dispositions. 
Art. 14. The provisions under titles two and three 


of the present Jaw shall be applicable to crimes and 


misdemeanors committed in houses dedicated to wor- 
ships legally established in France. 


Art. 15. Those provisions not agnulled by the pre- 


sent law shall continue in force. : 
Given at the castle of the Tuilleries, the 2d 
January, 1825, and of our reign the first. 
CHARLES. 


Republic of Mexico. 


(Translated for the National Intelligencer.} 
FROM “EL SOL,”’ OF Ist JAN. 1825. 
Installation of the first constitutional congress of Mexico: 








The representatives having assembled in their hall, _ 


the act of the last preparatory committce was read 
and approved. 

The senators then appeared, and, havin 
seats between the representatives, the list of the de- 
puties appointed to accompany the president of the 
republic on his entrance and taking leave, composed 


{of six members of each house, appointed by their 


respective presidents, agreeably to rule, was read. 

‘rhe session was suspended whilst the presiden‘ 
entered—who, having taken his seat, addressed the 
two houses in the following terms: 

‘**Gentlemen: It will henceforth be impossible to 
doubt, as it has been pretended, at some period, whe- 
ther social institutions, established for the freedom 
of mankind, are the indispénsable result of the pro- 
gress of just and benevolent ideas, or exist only fot’ 
lime, by the shameful subversion of principles, and 
for the tumultuous advancement of passion. The 
parasites of state tyranny, those who make compacts 
and duties emerge from the clouds, deny the legiti- 


“macy and vigor of governments which have sprung 


from the sovereign people. For, according to these 
individuals, free beings have no limit or guaranties; 
according to them, they assault and devour tach 
other, and in this strife, cruelty and merciless anger 
annihilate the hope of any orderly system of legisla: 
tion. 

It is not supposed, gentlemen, that, in order to con- 
found the enemics of the people, I need lead them to 
the ruins of Carthage, to rouse the remembrance of 
free Rome, or to unfold the pages of that Greece, 
where letters, fine arts, and sublime philosophy, gave 
birth to institutions which have been admired in all 
ages. No! America, our adored country, raising 
its head over antique times, has reaalyed the gost ir. 
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teresting problem to humanity, and has already taken | signating the number ahd local relations of the dis- 


the veil which covered the origin, and the end and 
object of power. 
The profound legislator of Carolina, and William 
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trict and cireuit judges, and prescribing rules for 
| territorial tribunals, and the federal district. Not- 
withstanding this, the end of justice has-been effected 


Penn, the friend of man, planted in the virgin soil of | 98 far as possible, and the’citizens can complain only 


America the precious seeds of civi! liberty, which, 
cultivated afterwards by Washington and Franklin, 
frnd themselves now deposited, with the fruit they 
produced, in that capitol, which has erected wisdom 
on the banks. of the Potomac. From thence are is- 
sued desolating rays on despotism, and from there 
appears the regeneration of sovereign nations. What 
glory. for the new world! How immense the gran- 
deur of its destiny! 

It is admirable, gentlemen, that the light should 
have penetrated to tke colonies, founded by the ad- 
venturer Medellin. It is certain that genius over- 


came resistance, that morals weakened the heat of | 


parties, and that the thoughts of philanthropy came to 
take the place of customs and errors which time 
had consecrated. 

But, I have come here, gentlemen, to congratulate 
with you, because the triumph of opinion, of the so- 
cial doctrines, have assembled us on the. foundation 
of acompact created by. ourselves and for our own 
felicity. Who can take from the representatives, 
who will leave these seats coisecrated to merit and 
virtue, the great ‘satisfactign of being replaced by 
citizens equally respectable, and equally anxious for 
the public welfare with’ themselves? Union, the 
safety and the welfare of the states, have been cou 
fided to prudent hands, who, by the advice of wisdom, 
will attract upon themselves the admiration of a peo- 
pe who know how to appreciate justice and talent. 

lappy are we in having directed the elections to the 
advantage of the public; we shall see the schemes of 


‘the Jecislator, and the unanimous votes of the Mexi- 


can fulfilled in the first constitutional congress. 

My heart rejoices at the happiness we enjoy, and 
at that which it hopes to enjoy still. The magnifi- 
cent edifice of liberty, which formerly was a beauti- 
ful ideal prospect, has been scated on on indestruc- 
tible basis, and itnow shines by the institution which 
a great nation deserved. — 

The high attributes with which the law and the 
will of my fellow-citizens have deemed proper to in- 
vest me as'the depositary of the executive power, 
have enabled me to employ all my exertions for its 
usefulness. A glance, although a rapid one, over 
the progressive existence of our affairs, will con- 
vince you, gentlemen, that I have caused to be done 
the greatest good possible, according to the «phere 
of my ability, in the short time of my presidency. 
Happy if-I have suceceded in filling up the vast cir- 
cle of my. duties to the country! 

The secretary of the treasury will shew to con- 
gress that, if its situation is not advantageous, neither 
on aeccountof its income or its duties, we have suc- 
ceeded, by great exertions, in clothing, arming and 
increasing the army and navy, to send suecors to 
New Mexico, tothe Californias, and to all the fron- 
tiers; to appease the clamors of the officers of the 
republic, whose pay was in arrears, and to defray, 
in allits parts, the administration, with the wise and 
leral use of the foreign Joans. The organization of 
the treasury has, by the last law, considerably im- 
proved in its economical branch, and advances, with- 
out doubt, towards perfection. May the projects 
which will be submitted to the house deserve its ap- 
probation! The safety of the republic requires sa- 
erifices, but these are always compatible with the 
state, the exertion and patrictism ofits heroic citizens. 

The federal judiciary not existing, and the govern- 
ment being preciuded fromthe intervention which it 
formerly had in that of the ancient provinces, its ac- 
tion, in this respect, has been almest null, and will be 
so until the supreme court be instituted by a law ce- 


,of the vices of legislation, an@ of those introduced 
| by. the degrading indolence of the Spanish governors. 
The prisons and houses of correction have had the 
fate of the times; but4d do not despzir of rendering 
them useful, without increasing the affliction of the 
delinquents. 

The Mexican army, which gathered-so many lau- 
rels, has considerably improved in its discipline. — 
{lt isto be completed; and that now in existence is 
well armed, in proportion to the arms contracted for, 
in orderto raise the army accordirg to the dictates 
of our situation and oflaw. Thesecretary of war and 
marine will elucidate my exertions in this branch. 
The system happily adopted, confides the internal ad- 
ministration to the people and to its local authorities. 
The government, within its orbit, has undertaken to 
cut off state abuses; and in this, the patriotic laws be- 
gin to unfold their beneficent activity. This will be 
explained by the secretary of the interior. 

In all the free countries of the universe, wishes are 
formed for the consolidation of the Mexican inde- 
pendence; and as soon as they are enabled to caleu- 
late the immense force which union has given to our 
individual and collective prosperity, I am persuaded, 
gentlemen, that they will admit us to the rank of in- 
dependent and sovereign nations. 

-And is this the people who, for three centuries, was 
under a ridiculous administration, a wretched govern- 
ment? The Mexicans, deprived of an equitable sys- 
tem, and after having suffered above the limits of 
human forbearance, broke off their connection with 
the metropolis. Our villages burnt, our properties 
invaded, prisons continually full; grief, despair and 
death, perpetually hanging over our heads; such were 
the titles, sach the characters that stamped with fire 
and blood the freedom we now enjoy. In recovering 
our rights, and when she strong arim was uplifted for 
the glory of the cauntry, we gave remarkable exam- 
ples of moderation. Our detractors, now defeated, 
admire, if for dénce they can be called just, the empire 





its morophilanthropic system of legislation and go- 
; vernancnt. : 

. Citizens of both houses of the general caggress of 
the heroic Mexican nation! Let notthe triumphs of 
the revolution be lost to us! Let the satellites of the 
despotic power give, as a tribute to ihe ideas of the 
age and to the progress of civilization in America, the 
testimonials of its foreed and tardyrepentance! Let 
your ardent zeal for the constitution; your constant 
love ofcountry and liberty; your wisdom and energy, 
facilitate the intestimable felicity of elevating the 
Mexican Unireo Srares to that high pitch of great- 


— — 


I have done.” 

Reply of the president of the congress to the president of 
the republic. 

| “The Mexican republic, that beloved country, 
| which, although it broke off its foreign yoke, has not 
yet been enabled to gather the fruit of so many sacri- 
fices, heroically made, to obtain felicity, has, within 
that space,received the sacred charter which sanctions 
its rights, restores her tothe great sphere of indepen- 
dent nations, and opens to her the high way to that 
opulence and prosperity which nature has designee. 
The nation has, in fact, sworn to the expected con- 
stitution; but, what an immense: latitude between 
the oath and its observance. Inclinations, habits, 
opinions, the fatal result of 30 many ages of darkness 
and servitude, are obstacles which ean be conquered 
iby the decility and remarkable genius of Mexicans, 

















of the amiuble disposition of the Mexican nation, and, 


ness, decreed by the supreme arbitrator of destinies! . 
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the vast materials for the exertions of experience, 


for the display.of knowledge, and for the sacrifice, 
even of life, should. honor require it; for such sacri- 
fices can be demanded of those who have the honor 
to govern the nation, the general congress and presi- 
dent of the Mexican United States. 

' No constituti®n, however wisely combined, can 
stille the existence of parties in a popular govern- 
ment; they are the offsprings of liberty, and, deter- 


mined to support our independence, in this point: 


alone we are unanimous; for our honor precludes 
the belief, that any can dissent to mf or that there 
exists one single individual who dogs not feel indig- 
nant at the idea ef foreign servitude or dependence; 
unanimous only,i repeat, in this point, we shail have 
to struggle with opinions from the moment that they 
will arise from incidents, which we must tolerate toa 
certain degree; and inasmuch as the law, without 
destroying the passions, leads them towards right; 


thus the government, without being enabled to shun: 


altogether actions and re-actions, or master the ebb 
and tide of opinion, has, for its difficult and sublime 


duty, to balance, moderate and regulate those move- | * 


ments in such manner, os thet their jarring even- 
tuate in the peace, the justice, and the reciprocal be- 
nefit of both. 

The federal republic, composed of so many and va- 
rious: elements, is a complicated machinery, whose 
action requires so much precision, so much delicacy 
in its direction, that it is reserved to superior un- 
derstandings. But the congress and president have 
an infallible support. In order to fulfil their great 
trust, they can meet, and even surpass the expecta- 
tion of those whose confidence they possess: they 
may render their fame adored, placing it on a line 
with that of Solo, Lock, Penn, Washington and the 
other bencfactors of mankind. In virte alone is to 
de found that supperter in that republican virtue, 
that knows how to lose sight of its personal interest, 
whose ambition looks up to the. public good, and 
which can distinguish, through the clouds of passion, 
at a clear and perspicacious glance, the path that 
leadsto public felicity. The heart of every Mexican 
expands at the idea that such will be the guide, the 
luminary, the soul of its congress and president. This 

) virtue shall identify itself with their opinions, will 
gather their votes, dictate their statutes, render them 
indefatigable, and will concentrate their strength to 
secure to the country its liberty and the accumula- 
tion of the advantages it deserves. 

You are going to exhibit to Mexico and to the 
world, a sublime spectacle, in your rectitude, purity, 
efficacy and unanimity; and soon you will deserve, 
from your country and posterity, the applause and tri- 
Sute due to the sons of republican virtue. You will 
be the source from which shall flow, on all classes of 
the Anahuac society, thatequitable spirit of benevo- 
lence that characterizes and supports good govern- 
ments. 

A vastand luminous career is open before you, and 
atits end is perspectively seen the majestic and safe 
march of the federal republic of Mexico, the friendly 
nations, (and all ought to be so), allied to her, Asia 
and Europe at her side, connected by important and 
pacific relations, and felicity dispensing, by the hand 
of Mexico, its treasures and lights te the inhabitants 
of the universe. 

By a happy coincidence, you are going to direct its 
councils, at probably the most important time, when 
each instant is eritical, each conjuncture decisive: 
when the new institutions are ou the point of break- 
ing off their course, emerging from the obstructions 
and ruins heaped by despotism and its ministers, by 
ignorance and fear; and when their irresistible cur- 
rent is to be directed by you, between two precipices, 
created by slavery and anarchy. ‘To you belongs the 



















and to prove to other nations that the Mexicans are 
not only able to reconquer their liberty, but; more- 
over, to allot-to themselves the most’permanent:and 
wise institutions; that it has within itself: the meavs 
to cause itself to be respected and-Jooked ‘upon with 
admiration by others; and that; lastly; it 1s capable 
of completing the remarkable work of its felicity, as 
inspired by Providence. Such must’be the resultof 
the virtue that animates the congress and president 
of the Mexican republic.” 

The president of the republic then withdrew, and 
the president of the house of representatives pro- 
claimed that, “the general constitutional cengress 
opens to-day, the Ist January, 1S25.” | 

The house then adjourned. 





First modern written Constitution. 
Letter from 2. B. Woodward to president Jefferson. 
Wasuineton, March 25, 1825: 

Sir: [have the honor to enclose a fac simile copy 
of a letter received from president Madison. 

He corrects an error, into which he conceives I haye 
fallen, in aseribing to you the first modern written 
constitution. ' 

President Monroe, who carefully compared the con- 
stitution of Virginia with other documents known to 
have proceeded from your pen, was originally of 
opinion that my statement was substantially corregt; 
being under an impression that, though the draught 
was first offered by Mr. Mason at Williamsburgh, yet 
it.was derived from a manuscript furnished by you, 
from Philadelphia. Since the perusal of the letter 
of president Madison, president \onroe wavers some- 
what from his first seatiment. 

Written constitutions are great moral levers. Those 
of America undoubtedly produced the revolution of 
France. They are emancipating the southern con- 
tinent of the western hemisphere. They are even 
pervading the domains ofancientliberty. They wilt, 
eventually, change the whole aspect of- human affairs 
upon this globe. The first which was prepared for 
practical use becomes, therefore—however rude, in 
the progress of time, its construction might compa- 
ratively appear—an ethic phanomenon of no ordina- 
ry interest. Like the source of the Nile, which has 
attracted the attention of kings and nations, it is not 
so much the intrinsic magnificence of the object that 
excites the sensibility, as the contemplation of the 
resulting majesty and fertility. 

I begyou, sir, to acceptthe repeated assurance of 
a veneration which increases with time, and will énd 
only with existence. A. B. WOODWARD. 

The hon. president Jefferson, Monticello, Virginia. . 





Letter from president Jefferson to judge Woodward. 
MonrTIceLLo, April 3, 1825. 

Dear sin: Your favor of March 25, has been duly 
received. The fact is unquestionable, that the bil! 
of rights and the constitution of Virginia were drawn 
originally by George Mason, one of our really great 
men, and of the first order of greatness. The history 
of the preamble to the latter is as follows:. I was 
then at Philadelphia with congress, and knowing that 
the convention of Virginia was engaged in forming a 
plan of government, I turned my mind to the same 
subject, and drew a sketch or outline of a constitution, 
with a preamble, which Isentto Mr. Pendleton, pre- 
sident of the convention, on the mere possibility that 
it might suggest something worth incorporation into 
that before the convention. He-*informed me after- 


wards by letter, that he received it on the day on 
which the committee of the whole had reportei to 
the house the plan they had agreed to; that that had 
been so long in hand, so disputed, inch by inch, and 





+ 4 . . > 
‘ulfilling of the pledges given by our constitution, | 


the subject of so much altercation and debate, tha’ 
they were worried with the contentions it had nro- 
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duced; and could not, from mere lassitude, have been 


induced to open the instrument again: but that, being | wit 


pleased with the preamble to mine, they adopted it in 
the house, by way of amendment to the report of the 
committee; and thus my preamble became tacked to 
the work of George Muson. The constitution, with 
the preamble, was passed on the 29th of June, and the 
committee of congress had, only the day before that, 
reported to that body the draught of the declaration of 


independence. The fact is, that that preamble was 


prior in composition to the declaration; and both hav- 
ing the same object, of justifying our separation with 
Great Britain, they used necessarily the same ma- 
terials of justification; and hence their similitude. 
Withdrawn by age from all other public services 
and attentions to public things, I am closing the last 
scenes of life by fostering and fashioning an estab}ish- 
ment for the instruction of those who are to come 
after us. I hope its influence on their virtue, free- 
dom, fame and happiness, will be salutary and per- 
manent. The form and distributions of its structure 
are original and unique; the architecture chaste and 
classical, and the whole well worthy of attracting the 
curiosity of a visit. Should it prove soto yourself, at 
any time, it will be a great gratification to me to see 
you once more at Monticello; andI pray you to be as- 
sured of my continued and high respect and esteem. 
THOMAS JEFFERSON. 
The hon. judge Jugustus B. Woodward. - 
f Letter from president Madison to judge Woodward. 
MONTPELLIER, September 11, 1824. 
Dear sir: I have received, and return my thanks 
for the printed communications accompanying your 
note uf the fourth instant. 
To appreciate your proposed expedient for a stan- 


dard of measures ard weights would require more 


time than I can apply; and more mathematical science 
than I retain. 

Justice will, doubtless, be done to it by competent 
judges. 

I have given a hasty perusal to the observations 
Addressed to the Individual Citizen.” 

Although I cannot concur in some of them, I may 
say of all, that they merit every praise for the per- 
¢picuity, the precision, and the force with which they 
are presented to the pxblic attention. 

You. have fallen intoa mistake in ascribing the 
constitution of Virginia to Mr. Jefferson; as wil! be 
inferred from the animadversionson it in his ‘‘.Votes 
on Virginia.” 

Its origin was with George Mason; who laid before 
the committee, appointed to prepare a plan, a very 
broad outline; which was printed, by the committee, 
for consideration; and, after being varied on some 
points, and filled up, was reported to the convention, 
where a few further alterations gave it the form in 
which it now stands. 

The declaration of rights was, substantially, from 
the same hand. 

The preamble to the constitution was probably de- 
rived, in great measure, if not wholly, from the funds 
of Mr. Jefferson; the richness of which, in such ma- 
terials, is seen in the declaration of independence, as 
well as elsewhere. 

The pian of Mr. Jefferson, annexed to one of the 
editions of his ‘Notes on Virginia,” was drawn up after 
the revolutionary war, with a view to correct the 
faults of the existing constitution, as well as to obtain 
the authentic sanetion of the people. 

Your Jove of truth will excuse this little tribute to 
it, or rather would not excuse ils omission. 

With esteem and good wishes. 


JAMES MADISON. 
A. B. Woodward, judge, &c. §c. 





Gra very interesting notice of George Mason, 
1 copies of several letters written by him in 1776, 
4i$1, 1783 and 1787, may be found in the volume ca} 
lected and published by the editor of the REGISTER, 
in 1822, entitled “Principles and acts of the revolution,” 
page J21 to 128; it, however, claims for that revered 
father in the republic, only the authorship of the 
declaration of rights. ] 





CHIRONICLE. 

The late president, col. Monroe, offers at public sale 
on the first Monday in June next, his Albemarle es- 
tate in Virginia, of 3,500 acres: also another tract of 
land of 700 acres, near Milton. Applicants are re- 
quested to address themselves directly to him. 


Seduction. Vive thousand five hundred dollars da- 
mages, (the amount of all that the defendant was sup- 
posed to be worth!) was recovered at Philadelphia 
last week, in a case of seduction. 


Naral. A board of naval surgeons is in session at 
Philadelphia, for the examination of candidates for 
promotion and appointment in the medical depari- 
mentofthe navy. The board consists of Dr. Edward 
Cutbush, president, and of Drs. Barton, Harris, Hoff: 
man and Gordon. 

The United States corvette John dams, maste: 
commandant Nicholson, bound to Chagres, and thenee 
to join the West India squadron, got under way from 
Hampton Roads, on Sunday afternoon at $ o’elock, 
and proceeded to sea. 

Captain T. 2p C. Jones, who has gone out in the 
John Adams to take command of the Peacock in the 
Pacific, is succeeded, as inspector of ordnance, by 
captain Wadsworth. Captain Wadsworth is succeeded 
by captain Booth, in the navy yard at Washington. 
Captain Finch succceds captain Thompson at the nava! 
rendezvous, Boston. Captain Wolcott Chauncey suc- 
“ey captain Ballard at the naval rendezvous, New 
York. 

Captain Ridgely has been appointed to the Ports- 
mouth station, in place of captain Crane, transferred 
to Boston. Commodore Barron is to take charge of 
the navy yard at Norfolk, and captain Biddle of that 
at Philadelphia. 

The U. S. schooner Porpoise, lient. Skinner, has 
arrived at New York, from a ten months’ cruise on the 
coast of Africa and in the West Indies. 


Pittsburg is full ef bustle and business. The arri- 
val or departure of steam boats takes place almost 
daily. Vast quantities of valuable products have been 
brought down the Monongahela and Alleghany rivers 
during the present season—and, a few days since, the 
“American”? left Pitisburg for Brownsville, being the 


first steam boat that ever navigated the first named 


river. 


Our rivers, says the Pittsburg Mercury, of the 2St!: 
ult., are now in-fine navigable order—the recent rise 
of the waters, has given renewed life and vigor to ou! 
commercial operations. Within afew days past, pro 
perty, of various descriptions, has been brought tc 
this market, exceeding, at the lowest estimate, Maly 
a million of dollars. ‘The shores of the Alleghany river 
alone, are covered with arks and flat boats, upwards 
of a hundred in number, richly freighted for this mar 
ket. Within the last week, there have safely arrived, 
by this channel, on a moderate calculation,'7,000 bar- 
rels of salt; 500 tons of bar-iron; 500 tons of pig-me- 
tal; besides other articles of merchandise. ° 


Mineral tallow, which was discovered in Finland, 
in 1736, has lately been found in a bog on the 
borders of Loch-Fye, in Scotland. It melts at 115, 
and boils at 280 degrees heat. 
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